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SNAPSHOT OF REGIONAL INTERESTS 
 
Department of Agriculture  
 
Create New Jobs and New Opportunities in Rural Communities  

• Invest in five core areas to promote rural job creation:  access to broadband services, regional food systems, 
renewable energy programs, climate change, and rural recreation.  

• $418 million in loans and grants for rural communities to expand broadband access.  
• Refocus Forest Service resources to support watershed and ecosystem improvement efforts.  

 
Protect the Nation’s Natural Resources 

• Fund several important conservation efforts such as improving water quality, restoring and protecting almost 
200,000 additional acres of wetlands, and reducing nutrient loading in the Chesapeake Bay.  

 
Department of Commerce 
 
Enhance Regional Economic Competitiveness 

• $246 million to support economic growth programs at the Economic Development Administration (EDA) 
(FY10=$255 million).  

• $75 million in regional planning and matching grants within EDA to support the creation of Regional Innovation 
Clusters that leverage regions' competitive strengths to boost job creation and economic growth. SBA will also 
support enhanced small business participation in clusters by awarding competitive grants to promote greater 
coordination of resources, such as business counseling and mentor-protégé partnerships (FY10=$50 million).  

 
Strengthen Key Statistical Programs 

• $1.3 billion to the Census Bureau to process, tabulate, and release 2010 Census data, conduct extensive 
evaluations of the census, improve the data collection methods of the American Community Survey, and begin a 
continuous update process of the Census Bureau’s geospatial and address data, which is expected to produce 
long-run cost savings. These initiatives will provide more accurate data for decision-makers at all levels of 
government and in the private sector. Funds are also provided to prepare for the 2012 Economic and Government 
Censuses and to improve an important measure of poverty.  

• $109 million for the Bureau of Economic Analysis, which will develop new data series on key economic sectors 
(such as manufacturing and retail trade) and household consumption, income, and expenses. These measures 
will provide policymakers more timely, detailed, and robust data on the state of the business and household 
sectors of the economy.  

 
Department of Energy  
 
Invest in Clean Energy Technologies  

• Nearly $2.4 billion, an increase of $113 million, for energy efficiency and renewable energy programs including 
$302 million for solar energy, $220 million for biofuels and biomass R&D, $325 million for advanced vehicle 
technologies, and $231 million for energy efficient building technologies. 

 
Department of Homeland Security 
 
Bolster National Preparedness and Response Capabilities  

• $4 billion in state and local programs, including Firefighter Assistance Grants, for equipping, training, exercising, 
and hiring first responders. Included is $1.1 billion for the Urban Area Security Initiative, directing resources to the 
metropolitan vicinities with the highest threat based on a risk management methodology.  

• $600 million provides essential support to the transportation sector through the Transit and Port Security Grant 
Programs. 

• $1.95 billion for disaster response and resilience efforts by funding the Disaster Relief Fund.  
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Department of Housing and Urban Development  
 
Expand Opportunity and Enhance Sustainability 

• Provides $150 million to help stimulate comprehensive regional and community planning efforts that integrate 
transportation and housing investments that result in more regional and local sustainable development patterns, 
reduce greenhouse gases, and increase more transit accessible housing choices for residents. (level funding) 

 
Miscellaneous 

• $3.9 billion for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. 
• $150 million for Catalytic Investment Competition Grants to provide economic development gap financing to 

implement and capitalize innovative and targeted economic investment. Eligible applicants include units of 
general local government, non-profit entities or consortia. 

• $250 million for Choice Neighborhoods/HOPE VI 
• $1.65 billion for HOME Investment Partnerships Program (FY10=$1.825 billion) 

 
Department of the Interior 
 
Promote Energy Independence and Create Opportunities for the Future 

• $73 million – a $14 million increase – to build agency capacity to review and permit renewable energy projects on 
federal lands.   

• Focus on the impact of climate change on ecosystems and wildlife habitat with investments in reliable data, 
supporting science, and tools to inform land management decisions.  

 
Protect the Nation’s Natural Beauty 

• $73 million for the Water Conservation initiative to assist communities to increase water availability through water 
banks, wastewater treatment, and other market-based conservation measures.  

 
 

Environmental Protection Agency  
 
Create Healthier, Safer Communities 

• $3.3 billion total for the Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds (SRFs) for states to provide low-
interest loans to communities to finance wastewater and drinking water infrastructure. 

• $1.3 billion, a 14 percent increase from 2010 and the highest level ever, to help states and tribes protect their air, 
water, and land:  

o $309 million – a $58 million increase for air quality management grants plus an additional $25 million in 
new funding for state greenhouse gas programs.  

o $215 million – an increase of $42 million from 2010 – to accelerate and expand brownfields cleanup with 
integrated area-wide planning and environmental remediation activities.  

 
Mitigate Climate Change 

• $21 million – an increase of $4 million from 2010 – to implement the Mandatory Greenhouse Gas Reporting Rule 
and ensure the availability of high-quality emissions data.  

• $56 million– including $43 million in new funding – for the EPA and states to address climate change effectively 
through regulatory initiatives to control greenhouse gas emissions  

o $25 million to aid states in permitting activities for greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions under the New 
Source Review and Title V operating permits programs  

o $7 million to develop New Source Performance Standards (NSPS) to control GHG emissions from major 
stationary sources  

o $6 million in new funding to implement the 2010 light duty vehicle rule and to develop regulations for large 
mobile sources  

o $5 million to develop guidance regarding the best available practices and technologies to control GHG 
emissions under permitting programs  
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Clean Our Water 

• $300 million for Great Lakes restoration. 
• $17 million in new funding for the Mississippi River Basin where the EPA will work with USDA to target nonpoint 

source reduction practices on agricultural land to reduce nutrient runoff.  
• $63 million for the Chesapeake Bay restoration.  

 
Miscellaneous 

• $60 million for Clean Diesel Grants (FY10=$80 million) 
 

Corps of Engineers 
 
Partner to Improve Commerce and Protect Communities  

• $164 million to construct commercial navigation improvements on America’s inland waterways.  
• $789 million for efforts to reduce the risk of flood and storm damage.  
• $506 million to restore aquatic ecosystems.  
• $58 million for the Corps share of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program designed to improve California’s water supply 

and the ecological health of the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.  
• $180 million to advance Corps studies and key construction projects to restore the South Florida ecosystem, 

including the Everglades, an extraordinary but threatened ecosystem.  
• $36 million for efforts to restore and protect the ecosystem along the Louisiana Coast, still recovering from 

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
 

Department of the Treasury  
 
Expand Tools for Economic and Community Development 

• $250 million to support affordable lending in low-income communities through targeted support to Community 
Development Financial Institutions.  

• Invest in new initiatives to expand financing for access to healthy foods and access to financial services in 
underserved communities.  

 
Department of Labor  
 
Prepare Workers for 21st Century Jobs 

• Reform of the Workforce Investment Act. 
• $261 million for two new innovation funds that will support and test promising approaches to job training and 

encourage states and localities to improve services.  
• $85 million for green job training.  
• $40 million for transitional jobs programs to help individuals with multiple barriers to employment.  

 
Department of Transportation 
 
Commits to Developing Long-Run Solutions for Surface Transportation Finance and for Improving Program Performance 

• Extending the current authorization through March 2011, during which time it will work with the Congress to reform 
surface transportation programs and put the system on a viable financing path. This will provide the Administration time to 
begin development and integration of performance measures and other initiatives into statewide and regional 
transportation planning. It assumes that Congress will transfer approximately $20 billion dollars into the Highway Trust 
Fund to maintain the funds solvency through that time period. 

 
Helps Communities to Become More Livable and Sustainable 

• $527 million to help State and local governments invest smarter in transportation infrastructure and leverage that 
investment to advance sustainable development. The Federal Government intends to help stimulate comprehensive 
regional and community planning efforts that integrate transportation, housing, and other critical investments. This 
approach aims to reduce greenhouse gases, improve mobility and transportation access to economic opportunity, and 
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improve housing choices through the development of performance standards and metrics; building analytical capacity; 
and providing grants and direct technical assistance to State, local, and non-profit organizations.  

o Funding will be focused on capacity building and transportation projects, to the multi-agency Sustainable 
Communities Partnership effort. This is in addition to the $150 million from HUD and the $10 million from EPA. 
Because improving local quality of life is a universal challenge, this place-based interagency initiative will help 
communities across the Nation make better coordinated, higher-performing infrastructure investments. 

o The Administration is proposing to create a new Office of Livability in the Office of the Secretary, which will 
incorporate certain functions currently carried out by the Office of Planning. The initiative will result in the transfer 
of approximately $300 million from FHWA, $200 million from FTA, and request $20 million more dollars to 
promote the Partnership for Sustainable Communities initiative. 
 

 
Creates a National Infrastructure Innovation and Finance Fund 

• $4 billion to create a National Infrastructure Innovation and Finance Fund to invest in projects of regional or national 
significance. Established as a new operational unit within DOT, the Fund will directly provide resources for projects 
through grants, loans, or a blend of both, and will effectively leverage non-Federal resources, including private capital. 
The Fund will allocate resources based on demonstrable merit and analytical measures of performance. The Fund will 
provide planning, feasibility, and analytical capacity to help sponsors identify projects from around the country and then 
carefully select the most worthwhile. 

   
Sustains Multi-Year Support for High-Speed Rail 

• $1 billion for high-speed rail.  
 

Establishes a New Federal Transit Safety Program 
• $24 million for a new transit safety oversight program within the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). This will enable FTA 

to hire new staff and to implement a comprehensive safety oversight strategy, as proposed in legislation. 
 
 

TERMINATIONS, REDUCTIONS & SAVINGS 
The following are the programs removed or reduced from the FY11 President’s Budget Request most relevant to regions. 
Click HERE to access the complete document regarding this topic, including justifications. 
 
Terminations: 

• Brownfields Economic Development Initiative, Department of Housing and Urban Development 
• Economic Action Program, Department of Agriculture 
• Challenge Cost Share Grants, Department of the Interior 
• Emergency Operations Center Grant Program, Department of Homeland Security 
• Inter-City Bus Security Grant Program, Department of Homeland Security 
• Local Government Climate Change Grants, Environmental Protection Agency 
• Rail Line Relocation Grants, Department of Transportation 
• Resource Conservation and Development Program, Department of Agriculture 
• Surface Transportation Priorities, Department of Transportation 
• Targeted Airshed Grants, Environmental Protection Agency 
• Targeted Water Infrastructure Grants, Environmental Protection Agency 
• Watershed and Flood Prevention Program, Department of Agriculture 

 
Reductions: 

• Bureau of Labor Statistics - Current Employment Statistics, Department of Labor (by $2 million) 
• Capital Improvement and Maintenance Program, Department of Agriculture (by $100 million) 
• Community Facilities Grants, Department of Agriculture (by $15 million) 
• EPA Homeland Security Activities, Environmental Protection Agency (by $35 million) 
• Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, Environmental Protection Agency (by $175 million) 
• HOME Investment Partnerships Program, Department of Housing and Urban Development (by $175 million) 

 
 


