DATE


Dear Senator/Congressman_____________: 

INSERT ORGANIZATION NAME, representing INSERT BASIC/SHORT DESCRIPTION of ORGANIZATION, encourages you to support long-term and sustained funding for government operations and programs in the current debate concerning fiscal year 2011 funding. This continued funding is vital to local government and regional activities by assisting with economic opportunity, creating jobs and making our communities safe.
With the current economic challenges, local governments have experienced reduced revenue streams due to decreased taxes (primarily property and sales) and major reductions in state financial assistance, while at the same time facing an increased demand for services. As a result, local governments of all sizes and in all parts of the nation have been forced to institute significant layoffs, furloughs and service reductions, which could continue for several years to come. Consistent federal assistance to state and local governments and regions will help mitigate further layoffs, and assist in promoting local economic opportunities. Further short-term extensions of federal funding make it difficult to plan and properly execute activities due to uncertainty and looming government shutdowns.
We look forward to partnering with you to develop strong federal policies and strategic plans that increase the effectiveness of federal dollars and showcase local and regional accomplishments. Please do not hesitate to contact INSERT CONTACT INFO for more information. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

