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The nation’s largest metro areas contain a concentration of 
innovation, human capital, infrastructure, and quality place 
assets.

Motor vehicle parts

Aerospace

Pharmaceuticals

Seattle

Denver

Dallas

Houston

Phoenix

Los Angeles

San Jose
San Francisco

Twin Cities
Detroit

Chicago

Indianapolis

Raleigh

Hartford

Boston

Bridgeport
Philadelphia

Energy

Information Technology

Finance Miami

Portland

Baltimore

Atlanta

New Orleans

New York

Columbus

Cincinnati

Grand Rapids

Kansas City

San Diego

Cleveland

St. Louis

Toledo

Washington D.C.
Dayton

Minneapolis
New Haven

Source: BEA data



Source: Brookings analysis of U.S Census 
Bureau, BLS, and, BEA data
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As a result of these assets, the top 100 metros 
generate 75 percent of the nation’s GDP



Federal Revenue and Outlays 
(as a Percentage of GDP, 1965-2016)
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Source: FY 2007 Budget of the United States Government, Historical Table 1.2; Brookings-Urban Tax 
Policy Center, Budget Outlook Tables, January 2006, Appendix 3



Entitlement programs projected to absorb 
almost all revenues by 2030
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2.5% Excess Cost Growth

Source: Congressional Budget Office, The Long-Term Budget Outlook, December 2005, Scenario 1



Federal Health Programs Projected to Absorb 
Almost All Revenues by 2045
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2.5% Excess Cost Growth 
Projected Long-term Revenue 18.4%

Source: Congressional Budget Office, The Long-Term Budget Outlook, December 2003, Scenario 1


