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NARC policies are developed yearly from consultations with and information provided by the association’s
working groups, committees and its membership.  The policies provide a context for NARC’s national agenda
on significant national and legislative issues.  Each policy brief includes a rationale for NARC’s position on
topics relevant and important to America’s regional councils and metropolitan planning organizations, metro
and rural, large and small.

For additional information, contact Fred Abousleman, Director of Transportation, National Association of Regional Councils,
1666 Connecticut Ave. NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20009; 202/986-1032, ext. 216; fax: 202/986-1038; e-mail: fred@narc.org.

Air Quality and Transportation

Issue:  Air Quality and Transportation

Background:  Air quality is a major concern for regions around the country.  The average adult
breathes over 3,000 gallons of air every day.  This air becomes polluted with particulate and
toxic chemicals from industrial, transportation, and other sources.

Regional Councils and MPOs are responsible for meeting various mobile source air quality
standards.  NARC is committed to helping Regional Councils and MPOs meet these regula-
tions through the easing of Conformity planning requirements–thereby making it easier and
more cost effective to keep the air clean–and by disseminating important information on
integrating air quality and transportation planning through various mediums.  NARC is in the
process of establishing on their website a Clearinghouse of Integrating Air Quality and Trans-
portation Planning materials.

Policy Recommendations:

· NARC will continue to promote a streamlined conformity process that relies on reliable
science and a flexible planning process.


