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The DVRPC Region

• The Metropolitan 
Planning Organization 
(MPO) for the region, 
created in 1965

• 2 states, 9 counties, 353 
municipalities

• Planning for the orderly 
growth and development 
of the region 



DVRPC Committees

• DVRPC Board
• Regional 

Transportation 
Committee

• Regional Citizens 
Committee

• Freight Advisory 
Committee

• Others



Trend: Modest Population Growth
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Trend: Rapid Sprawl

222,000 Acres Developed

3.3 Million People

1930

641,000 Acres Developed

5.1 Million People

1970

920,000 Acres Developed

5.4 Million People

2000

The Rate of Land Developed Increased at 5 Times the Population 
Growth over the Last 70 Years



Trend: More People Are Driving Alone
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Funding Categories
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Freight Corridors



The Transportation Improvement Program

• The near-term expression of the Regional 
Transportation Plan

• Listing of all regionally significant transportation 
projects seeking federal funds

• Agreed upon list of priority projects
• Best estimate of project schedule and costs
• Multi-year, multi-modal program
• Financially constrained
• PA: 4 year program, every other year
• NJ: 3 year program, every year



What the TIP is NOT

• Not necessarily the final project scope
• Not the final schedule or cost
• Not a guarantee project will be implemented
• Not a grant of money !!
– Sponsor pays contractors
– Sponsor submits invoices to State for 

reimbursement of pre-approved costs, less any 
required matching funds

– State pays invoice and bills federal agency for 
reimbursement 



How Does PA TIP Look?

Bucks 12%

Chester 8%

Delaware 3%Montgomery 14%

Philadelphia 8%

Various 7%

SEPTA 46%

Other 1%

By County and Operator



Typical TIP Listing



How IS the TIP Developed?

• Joint MPO effort: Counties, DOT’s, Operators

• Planning Partners develop funding targets
• District and transit operators update costs and 

schedules of on-going TIP projects
• Determine potential for new projects
• Project schedules are adjusted to keep within 

funding targets – Financial Constraint 
• NEW: Stronger Links to Congestion Management 

System (CMS), Land Use, and Long Range Plan



How to Get a Project on the TIP

• Identify the need / problem
• Discuss with MCD, County, DOT
• Conduct preliminary research
• Get county or operator to support project
• Provide any required matching funds
• New project candidates are considered only if funding is 

available, year and category
• DVRPC Committee Review –ATTEND!!

– RTC and RCC review requests and make recommendations to the 
DVRPC Board

• DVRPC Board Approval



DVRPC Work Program



NHS Connector Evaluations



DVRPC Education and Outreach



DVRPC’s Inter-regional Cooperation


