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Purpose of today’ s

Provide a context on Sout hwest FIl or

Set the stage for a discussion of climate change initiatives;

Provide an overview of the political landscape and the unique role
of the Regional Planning Council.



Southwest Florida
Regional Planning Councll

A

Brings together 34 local elected officials ,
gubernatorial appointees and five state
appointed officials;

Created in 1973 by inter -local agreement
among the six counties;

Advocates on issues of regional significance
and multi -jurisdictional impacts; and

Serves as a regional clearinghouse, conducts
research, and implements planning,

emergency management, environmental and ™%
business programs and projects.



Southwest Florida Region
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Where I1s Southwest
Florida and what is the
urgency to act?
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Platted Lands: The Legacy of
our Forefathers
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A Our Region has a number of old
platted lands which are obsolete in
terms of planning, infrastructure and
environmental protections

During the boom years, these areas
were developed due to low cost

Opportunity to correct deficiencies
must be corrected within the next
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A Limited water management, water quality
treatment and almost no wildlife habitat

connections

A Creates sprawl, increased transportation
demand and is almost impossible for transit
to serve efficiently




A Vested status under most regula
allows these areas to develop wi
meeting modern codes and regu

A Large areas of single family lots
without adequate commercial or
employment centers .
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Promised Lands

Between the late fifties and early
seventies, approximately 900,000
subdivided lots were platted in Charlotte,
Lee and Sarasota Counties.

Source: Suburban Renewal: An Examination of
Management Options for Platted Lands in Charlotte, Lee
and Sarasota Counties, Florida by Schnidman & Baker,
1982



The Sleeping Giant

Can we reassemble
these large tracts
of land?

Awakening the Sleeping Giant -

Provides for an increase in
property values and an
opportunity for both the public
and private sector to benefit.



The Region

Consists of six counties
and sixteen municipalities

Total (land &
water)
area=

6,663 sg. mi.;

Retirement income,
tourism and agriculture
are the three largest
components of the
regi onos

v

Southwest Florida

covers 10% of the
Stateos |

and is home to lout
of 12 Floridians;



The length and severity of the current global recession is expected to slow
Regional population growth;

Since April 1, 2000, the Southwest Florida population (1,206,635) has
grown by 28%;

It is projected that the region will almost double its current estimated
population of 1,552,350 by the year 2030 to 2,396,793
(BEBR, Vol. 41, Bulletin 151, July,2008);




Region 2000 - 2030
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The Regl on’ s

A Characterized by a mix of land uses and
a historical urban and rural split;

A Urban communities stretch along the
coastal areas; transitioning into large
tracts of agricultural lands; and

A Southwest Florida is set amongst a
network of environmental resources,
iIncluding the National Everglades
System.
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Economic Planning

. When planning for economic development,
the goal Is to create and maintain a strong,
vibrant local economy.

Regional coordination of economic
development planning Is essential.



SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCII

COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
2007 - 2012

Economic
Development

Strategy




Trends and Conditions

In spite of the current economic crisis growth there has been
significant growth over the decades;

V At the beginning of 2008, the SW FI| Region continued its growth
reaching over 1.5 million people;
V Estimated to reach 2.3 million people by 2030;
V Addressing the local, regional and global economic challenge;
V Environmental and agricultural preservation;
V ag)r\]/c?rcoming the economic crisis and the climate change challenge;
V Caring for the needs of the regi on:
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Southwest Florida

. A brief look at what the Southwest
Florida Regional Planning Council (SWFRPC)
Is doing in terms of climate change and
sustainability



Climate Change —
A regional Initiative

A From metropolitan areas to its rural inlands, all area
of the region will be affected by growth -related and
climate changes;

A It is critical to manage
change, to be prosperous In
the new global economy,
while maintaining our
environment and quality of
life.
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A New Vision

People ~ Prosperity ~ Preservation:
Working Together For a Better Tomorrow

People

Community, Education, Health,
Culture

Prosperity

Jobs, Property Value, Economic
Development, Infrastructure

Transportation
PEOPLE Preservation
PROSPERITY Environment, Agriculture,

Open Space, Land Use, Water,

PRESERVATION Energy




Demonstrate to Southwest

FI ori1 da resi dent s
green” can enhance
for prosperity, create jobs and

Increase Incomes.
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A Multi - dimensional Approach

Promoting a conversation on long term
sustainability and economic diversification by
establishing ecological and economic growth
strategies

Enhance prospects for prosperity through an
Investment in natural resources and a green

economy

Educate — Engage — Interact with the local <~y
and regional community




Climate Prosperity
Strategies

Savings:
A Improved Energy Efficiency and
Conservation

A Opportunities:

- Climate Ready and Hurricane
Resistant Infrastructure

- Renewable Energy
- Bio Fuel Production
0 Solar Array Construction

A Talent:

A Staff and numerous public and |
private sector participants



Outcomes of Successful Climate
Prosperity Strategy

Green talent o
environmentally
skilled workforce

Green jobs, green
profits and
Increased wages

Green savings
through use of
- / sustainable practices

Energy security 0
less dependence on
foreign oll

Cleaner, safer world
for our children and
grandchildren

Adaptation to
problems caused by
climate change




How?

Tremendous
resources are
already being
devoted to
renewable energy,
bio-technologies
and climate change
adaptation

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

wslcom
EPA Calls Greenhouse Gas

LLE and IAN TALLEY

By JEFFREY BALL. CHARLES FORE

blunt than climate-change legis!

1 cy said

The F.nvironmcnm\ Protection ;:‘gwcl;s;.)i\ic o
.o gases are a danger

g it . 1 could eventually

and welfare in & deci

Congress

lead 1o nEW emission

The so-called "endd
announced Monday
Jackson is necessd
emission standards
opening up Iflrgc'
cnude-oil rehneny
on their output ©
gases

Obama P lan:
2020

Posted by Mark Knoller

“These long 0V
place in history
government be

(AP Photo )

* 30 percent below 2005 levels in 2025
* 42 percent below 2005 levels in 2030

es a Public Threat

The EPA's finding "c
adqnd-control

Political Hotsheet

ation crafted by

ould result in a top-down
regime that will choke
andages 1o virually

November 25, 2009 11:58 AM

Cut Emissiong 17% by

Officials say President Obama wil|
put forward a plan (o reduce
greenhouse gas emissions in the
United States in the range of 17
percent below 2005 Jevels by 2020
during the Copenhagen Climate
lalks in December.

They say this reflects Mr. Obama's
broader commitment to reduce
emissions by 83 percent by 2050 in
interim steps as follows:






Why Southwest Florida?
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Why Southwest Florida?

put my moneyfomsthe n ca ma
solar energy. What a source of be | it by phot o
power! o
SOURCE:
SOURCE: Quarterly Newsletter of the
Uncommon Friends Florida Center for Solar Energy
By James Newton Winter- 1989

Fort Myers Beach author

3. We have a history of energy innovation A



Why Southwest Florida?

There are numerous state, regional and local
Initiatives aimed at promoting renewable energy
and other biotechnology projects:

Governor s Climate Act. i
Florida Solar Energy Center
Sustainable Florida 1 Collins Center
Florida Farm to Fuel Initiative

Biofuels Association
BioFlorida (SW Fl Branch)
Green Building Council (SW Fl Branch)
Florida House (Sarasota Demo House)

County and city sustainability initiatives B




Potential Agencies of Collaboration

Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council and local governments
New College in Sarasota

Florida Gulf Coast University

Edison State College

Ave Maria University

Economic Development Organizations

Chambers of Commerce

U.S Green Building Council and Environmental Groups

SW Florida Workforce Development Board

Florida Green Building Coalition and Building Industry Associations
Biofuel organizations

Solar energy organizations

Southwest Florida Regional Manufacturers Association

Urban Land Institute, American Planning Association, Fl. Planning &
Zoning and ~‘

Florida Engineering Associations



What does this mean to

Southwest Florida?

YESTERDAY TOMORROW

Construction Construction CleanTech
Tourism Tourism Industries!
Agriculture Agriculture Construction

Tourism

Agriculture



Climate Change and Sea Level Rise

Hurricane Evacuation Study
Local Government Vulnerability Analysis

. Comprehensive Southwest Florida &
Charlotte Harbor Climate Change
Vulnerability Assessment

. Salt Marsh Analysis
. Climate Prosperity Project
Eco-tourism
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DRAFT Southwest Florida/Charlotte Harbor
Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment
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Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council
Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program
Technical Report 09-2

7/6/2009
James W. Beever III, Whitney Gray, Daniel Trescott,
Dan Cobb, Jason Utley: SWFRPC
And
Lisa B. Beever: CHNEP
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Vulnerabllity Analysis

c Avoidance
¢ Minimization
¢ Mitigation

¢ Adaptation




Sea- Level Rise Impacts and
Model Comprehensive Plan GOPs

A Could cause flooding or inundation of
low-lying areas;

ACoastal squeeze leading to habitat
destruction;

ACoastal erosion:
ASaltwater Intrusion

ACoastal habitat modification; including
ATransportation and land use.




Soft Stabilization

o hissaa oo P - - 8/20/2003

Motorway Dike -
Netherlands







Eco- tourism

. The Everglades, Gulf of Mexico and Water
Management Areas offer a wide array of
opportunities

. The Society of Ethical Ecotourism Is
dedicated to establishing and maintaining a
code of ecotourism ethics

. Collaborate and market ecotourism in
Southwest Florida



Climate Change, Conservation and
Sustainability

. Water
, Energy

. Materials

. Health

. Air Quality

. Aging in Place



SWFRPC Legislative Initiatives

. The SWFRPC supports legislative actions
consistent with the agency mission to plan,
protect and improve the physical, economic
and social environments for the benefit of
future generations, and opposes actions
which could weaken the ability to
effectively implement the Strategic
Regional Policy Plan.




Supported Priorities

Generates consensus on the need to
achieve clean energy technologies

Encourages investment in regionally
significant transportation infrastructure,
Interconnected public transit systems,
multi -modal transportation planning, and
Implementation of context -sensitive and
energy-efficient transportation solutions




Natural Resource Issues including Water,
Air, Energy and Climate

. The SWFRPC supports legislation that:

Empowers local governments and agencies
to integrate energy, climate, water and
land use planning

Develops and implements a strategy and
Incentives that incorporates alternative
energy sources, such as bio -diesel and
electric vehicles, for transportation
services




More Legislative Priorities

Links environmental stewardship with
Informed economic opportunities through
Climate Prosperity.

Provides funding for implementing a state
comprehensive climate change action plan
and energy conservation initiatives,
Including Everglades Restoration

Establishes agricultural revenue markets
through ecological system services.




More Legislative Priorities

. Continues the ban on oll and gas
drilling In the territorial waters
of the State!

And mor ee

. 2009 HB 5013 Energy Economic Zone
(EEZ)

. 2010 PACE and Energy Incentive
Legislation



Energy Economic Zone (EEZ)

. In the 2009 Legislative Session, the
Legislature established the Pilot Program
to address economic development and the
creation of energy efficient land use
patterns.

. Codified in Chapter 2009 -89, Laws of
Florida, Section 7 authorizes the DCA to
Implement an Energy Economic Zone Pilot
Program, to develop a model of sustainable '~y
development for use by other communities.




Energy Economic Zone (EEZ)

. The Program is intended to further
Implement Chapter 2008 -191, Laws of
Florida, relative to discouraging sprawil,
developing energy -efficient land use
patterns, and creating greenhouse gas
reduction strategies.



Energy Economic Zone (EEZ)

., Sarasota County chose an undeveloped
area of approximately 1,000 acres within
the adopted Urban Service Area off of SR
681.

. A site served by the Legacy Trail, from
just south of the City of Sarasota to
Venice.

. The locale affords opportunities for a
mixed-use land use design that integrates = ™%
multi -modal and transit features.




PACE (Property Assessed Clean
Energy) Financing

. PACE will offer job creation through
retrofits and hurricane hardening to
existing homes and buildings that will,
when completed, reduce our energy use,
reduce our dependence on foreign oil and
reduce our production of greenhouse
gases.




. WIll create Energy Conservation Districts
which will then be allowed under new state
law to develop a pool of money from which
property owners can borrow to make

energy improvements on homes and
buildings.



"We do not inherit the Earth from our
ancestors: we borrow it from our children.”

A Native American saying




Questions?
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