
Beyond Local Boundaries:  
Creating a Regional Framework to Address 

Regional Challenges  

Mark Butala 
Manager, Comprehensive Planning 

Southern California Association of Governments 
National Association of Regional Councils Conference and Exhibition 

June 13-15, 2011       San Diego, CA 



Southern California Region 

Six counties, 196 jurisdictions, and 19 million residents 

Largest metropolitan planning organization in the nation 



Southern California Region 

Regional Population is forecast 
to increase by 5,500,000 

people to 24,000,000 between  
2008 & 2035 



Regional Challenges 

• Increasing traffic congestion  
• Loss of open space 
• Air quality 

• Unemployment/Income 
• Housing affordability 
• Limited financial resources 
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Compass Blueprint Program 

• Guidelines for how and when the Growth Vision for Southern California 
can be implemented 

• Modest changes to current land use and transportation policies can have 
significant positive benefits 

• Focusing changes in Strategic Opportunity Areas via regional/local 
partnerships 
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Planning Services and Tools 

Land Use 
Planning and 
Design 
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Development Code Analysis 
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& Email Marketing Visual 
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Compass Blueprint Outcomes 

• SCAG contribution of 
over $7 million 

• Over 90 Demonstration 
Projects 
– Regional showcases for 

exemplary planning 

– Evaluate planning 
options  

– Stimulate sustainable 
development 
opportunities 



Demonstration Project 1:  
San Bernardino Regional Energy Efficiency Program 

• Project Services 
– Green Building Practices 

– Outreach and Engagement 

– Economic Development 
Strategies 

• Project Goals 
– Reduce energy waste caused 

by aging building stock 

– Encourage reinvestment in 
building stock and green 
energy job creation 

– Leverage $1.9M ARRA funded 
Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Block Grant 

Location: San Bernardino,             
San Bernardino County 

Timeframe: 2009-2010 

Project Partners: City of San 
Bernardino 



• Project Results 
– Database with GIS capabilities 

of sustainability potential of 
approximately 54,000 parcels 

– Workforce analysis of 
potential green jobs and 
resources 

– Regional green jobs summit 
attended by over 170 
participants 

– Recipient 2011 Compass 
Blueprint Visionary Planning 
for Prosperity Award  

Demonstration Project 1:  
San Bernardino Regional Energy Efficiency Program 



Demonstration Project 2: 
WRCOG I-15 Smart Growth Concept Map 

• Project Services 
– Scenario Analysis 

– Mapping 

– Smart Growth Design 
Principles 

• Project Goals 
– Collaborative strategies in 

economic development, 
transportation and housing 

– Reduce the impacts of 
interregional commuting 

– Balance the jobs-housing ratio 
in areas along I-15 corridor 

Location: Western Riverside, 
Riverside County 

Timeframe: 2009-2010 

Project Partners: Western Riverside 
Council of Governments, Cities of 
Canyon Lake, Lake Elsinore, 
Menifee, Murrieta, Perris, Temecula, 
and Wildomar 



• Project Results 
– Recommended smart 

growth place types for 
region 

– Opportunity area maps 

Demonstration Project 2: 
WRCOG I-15 Smart Growth Concept Map 



Demonstration Project 3: 
Los Angeles Tarzana Crossing 

• Project Services 
– Public Outreach and Surveys 

– Site and Infill Analysis 

– Visualizations and Case 
Studies 

– Returns on Investment 
Analysis 

• Project Goals 
– Mixed-use development 

– Strategic allocation of density 

– Enhanced neighborhood 
identity 

– Market acceptance 

Location: Los Angeles,                    
Los Angeles County 

Timeframe: 2009-2010 

Project Partners: City of Los Angeles, 
City of Los Angeles Urban Design 
Studio 



Demonstration Project 3: 
Los Angeles Tarzana Crossing 



Demonstration Project 3: 
Los Angeles Tarzana Crossing 

• Project Results 
– Connectivity and open space design strategies 
– Site layout for development prototypes 
– Market analysis 
– Review of the feasibility of rezoning industrial areas to allow for a mix 

of light industrial uses with retail, restaurants and housing 



Looking Forward 

• Climate Change Legislation- AB 32 
(2006) 
– Existing policies must be adjusted 

in order to meet the target and 
reduce GHG emissions 

• SB 375 
– Regional Transportation Plan 

(RTP) 
– Sustainable Communities Strategy 

(SCS) 
– Regional Housing Needs 

Assessment (RHNA) 

• 50 future demonstration projects 
to be completed 
– Upcoming projects will focus on 

the reduction of vehicle miles 
traveled and GHG emissions 2 
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