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What is GRADD? 

•Green River Area Development District is 

a regional planning agency in western 

Kentucky 

 

•Regional statistics: 

–7 counties, 27 cities 

–210,706 citizens 

–2,619 square miles 

–51% rural population 
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Location of GRADD Region 
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Population: 642,093 

 

Land Area: 2,034 square miles 

 

Districts:  Jeseník  

                 Olomouc 

                 PŚerov 

                 ProstŊjov 

                 Ġumperk 

  

Major Cities:  Olomouc 

  Jeseník 

  PŚerov 

   Ġumperk 

   ProstŊjov  

 

 

 

                

                

      

 
  

 

OLOMOUC REGION  

Czech Republic 

GREEN RIVER REGION  

Kentucky, USA 

Population: 210,706 

 

Land Area: 2,619 square miles 

 

Counties:  Daviess 

                 Hancock 

                 Henderson 

                 McLean 

                 Ohio 

                 Union 

                 Webster 

 

Major Cities:  Owensboro 

                       Henderson 

                       Providence 

                       Morganfield 

                       Beaver Dam 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/37/Olomoucky_kraj.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cb/Flag_of_the_Czech_Republic.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a4/Flag_of_the_United_States.svg


April 2006 – Czechs visit GRADD 
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June 2007 – GRADD visits Czech Republic 
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November 2009 – GRADD visits Czech Republic 

to commemorate 20
th

 Anniversary 

of 1989 “Velvet Revolution” 
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Social Work Exchanges 

(Caritas Catholic Social Work School) 
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Educational Exchanges between 

Palacky University (Czech Republic) and 

Owensboro Community & Technical College (USA) 
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Other Planned Exchanges 

between GRADD and Olomouc Kraj 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MEDICAL 

LIBRARIES LAW ENFORCEMENT 
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GRADD’s Sister Region Partnership with         

Olomouc Kraj, Czech Republic 

 GOAL  

 “to become partner regions, based on the principles of 

 equality, partnership, and mutual profitability,” including 

 cooperation and exchange in the fields of: 

  - local government 

  - economic development 

  - education, science, and research 

  - culture and sports 

   - tourism development 
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Why is International Partnership Important? 

 - Communities around the globe face many similar challenges. 
 

 - Examining issues from a regional perspective works. 
 

 - Even tiny, rural communities can have a global connection, that   

    would be unlikely on their own. 
 

 - Interpersonal human interaction is key: 
 

  - Human interaction is best way to develop trust. 
 

  - Trust leads to open dialogue and sharing of ideas. 
 

  - Sharing ideas allows for innovative solutions. 
 

  - Sharing ideas can save governments valuable time  

       and money, learning from each others’ successes  

       and failures. 
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What are Long-Term Goals of                                     

Our Sister Region Partnership? 

 - These programs open the door for future cooperation: 

  …between state officials and international officials. 

  …between national U.S. planning organizations (e.g.                

       NARC, Nat’l League of Cities, Nat’l Assoc. of 

Counties)            and European planning agencies (e.g. 

Council of                   European Municipalities Regions). 
 

 - These programs will also establish a positive connection between 

    private sectors in U.S. and abroad: 

  - education 

  - energy 

  - business 

  -environment 
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the Olomouc Region - Czech Republic 

Michaela Pruknerová,  

Head of Strategic 

Development Department 

Jitka Brabcová,  

Head of International 

Relations Department 

Welcome to the Olomouc Region 



    The Olomouc Region 

Who we are? 

Location as the ñheart 

of Europeò. 

Olomouc Region as one 

of the 14 regional units 

of the Czech Republic. 



International Cooperation 

Owensboro Partnership 

The partnership agreement between the City of Owensboro and the 

City of Olomouc was signed in 1994. 

Green River Area Development 

District (GRADD) 

The Olomouc Region signed the partnership agreement with 

GRADD on 18 of June 2007. 



Data comparison 

Territorial unit Size (sq miles) Population 

(thousands) 

USA 3.621.000 261.500 

Europe 3.800.000 730.000 

EU 1.164.000 496.000 

Czech Republic 29.640 10.330 

GRADD 2.577 210.504 

Olomouc Region 2.000 642.093 

Kentucky 39.770 3.820 

Ohio 44.079 11.165 

Delaware 2.011 710 

South Carolina 30.621 3.659 
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Area: 2000 sq miles                                     
     

Population: 642 093  

 

Population density: 

122 inhabitants per sq mile 

 

Number of municipalities: 399 

 

Administrative centre:  

Olomouc with 100 373 inhabitants 

                            (2009) 

The Olomouc Region - Characteristics 
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 Tourism and tourist attractions 

2 tourist areas: 

 * Haná  * Jeseníky 
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• Baroque Holy 
Trinity Column, 
Olomouc 

 

• Olomouc Zoo 

 

• Organ in the St. 
Moritz Church 

 

• Unique hand paper-
mill in Velké Losiny 

http://olomoucky-kraj.com 

The best tourist attractions of the Olomouc Region 
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• Touristic centre not only in Central Moravia ï Haná, but in the 
whole Olomouc region 

• One of the most significant tourist destinations in the Czech 
Republic 

• The second widest protected cultural heritage after Prague 

• 367 cultural monuments + University of Palacky 

Olomouc 



Olomouc and tourism 

The ancient town of Olomouc belongs to the most 

important urban conservation areas.                                                         

The Church of the 
Visitation of the Virgin 
Mary – Svatý Kopeček 

(The Holy Hill) 

1629 



 St. Wenceslas Cathedral             

1107 



Town Hall with unique 
astronomical clock 

1378 



Baroque Column of 
the Holy Trinity 

(1754) – listed on 
the UNESCO 

World Heritage 
List in 2000 



Group of Baroque fountains 
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Formation of regions 

é regions emerging 

· Constitution of the Czech Republic ï 01 Jan 1993 

- comes into force after the division of Czechoslovakia 

- base for formation of regions (“Chapter seven: Territorial     

self-government“)  

 

· Law on Regions ï on 01 Jan 2001  

- specifies regional arrangements and competences 

Čcontemporary division - 14 regions   

 

      Coat-of-arms of the Olomouc region: 
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Regions of the Czech Republic 
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Development of regional competences 

 

Territorial planning          Trusteeship 

Building proceedings         Allowance organizations 

Civil register          Investment 

Emergency management         Regional development 

Social welfare          Transportation 

Monument preservation           Public health 

Trade administration         Education 

Environmental protection         Social affaires 

            Culture 

            Information technologies 

State administration Self-government 

Č   Today the regional authority has 508 employees. 
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The Olomouc Region – bodies and structure 

• Electoral term ï 4 years (next regional elections ï 2012)  

Main bodies: 

Regional Assembly 

55 members 

Governor  Council 10+1 
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•Strategic position in Central 

Europe 

•Good road and rail networks, 

easy connection to logistics 

centers 

•Long tradition and wide range 

of industries 

Investment opportunities in the Olomouc Region 

Why is the Olomouc Region interesting for 

investment?  
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Sigma Group 

Siwatec 

Honeywell 

Mora Moravia 

Vítkovice Power Engineering 

Timken 

Companies in the Olomouc Region 

Miele 

Meopta Olympus 

Stomix 

Hella Mohelnice 

DT Výhybkárna a Strojírna 
Electro-technical industry 

Engineering 

Metalworking 
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Adriana 

Olma 

Pivovar Litovel 

Panav 

Tilak 

Draps 

Nestlé 

Companies in the Olomouc Region 

Toray 

Car industry 

Textile&clothing 

Food-processing 



International Cooperation of 

the Olomouc Region 



Sister regions of the Olomouc Region 

Reggio Emilia (Italy)    1964 

Vejle (Denmark)   2000, 2008 

Opole (Poland)    2001 

Voivodina (Serbia)   2002 

Baranya (Hungary)   2004 

Kostroma (Russian Federation) 2004 

Würzburg (Germany)   2005 

GRADD (Kentucky – USA)           2007  



Sister regions of the 

Olomouc Region 



AER – Assembly of European Regions 

Main activity pillars:  

Á influence 

Á knowledge 

Á activities  

www.aer.eu 

AER ï the largest independent  

network of regions in wider Europe 

 (270 regions + 16 interregional organizations) 



Organization of international activities 

1. Political guarantor 

2. Committee for international relations 

3. The Department of International Relations at the Regional Authority 

4. Other departments at the Regional Authority 

5. Other subjects and institutions – allowance organizations, schools, 

entrepreneurs, etc. 

 
 

 

 



Fields of international co-operation 

Field of activity Example Region 

Strategic development Round table ï entrepreneurial 

opportunities 

Serbia ï Voivodina 

Culture Exchange of art  exhibitions Kostroma ï Russia 

Emergency management Removing of consequences 

of nature disasters 

Opole ï Poland 

Youth, education, sport Olimpiada Tricolore Reggio Emilia ï Italy 

Tourism Tourism fairs and other 

promotions 

Opole ï Poland 

Social affairs Joint project ï exchange of 

experience 

Baranya ï Hungary 

ICT Joint project ï e-government 

ï PIKE 

ERNACT Association of 

regions 

Transportation Summer School  - mobility 

(public transport) 

AER 



–Innovation 

–Energy 

–Health and social services 

–Disabilities  

–Cultural policies 

–Cultural Tourism 

–Regionalism 

–Communicating Europe 

–Domestic violence 

–Promotion of equal opportunities 

AER ACTIVITIES - TOPICS 



–Summer schools 

–Eurodyssee 

–EU financed projects 

–AER Youth Regional Network 

–Networking among members 

–Partner search for projects 

–Office, presence and activities in Brussels 

–Training academies 

–Peer reviews 

–Competitions 

 

AER ACTIVITIES - FORMS 



ISSUES OF COMMON INTEREST 

 

•  climate changes 

• economic crisis 

• Energy policies 

• é 

• Any other topic  

 

CO-OPERATION BETWEEN AER AND NARC 



Challenges in the field of international cooperation 

L high costs, difficulties in measuring achieved results 

L higher priority to internal political topics 

L different and changeable activity of individual partners   

L communication problems   

L barriers (language, geographical, administrative, legislative, 
cultural, psychological) between the individual countries  

J exchanging experience  

J promoting the region 

J gradually removing the barriers within us 
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THE OLOMOUC REGION ï ideal place for 

living, travelling and undertakingé. 

Thank you for your attention. 



INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS:                                         

The New Age of Shared Resources and Expertise           

Jiten Shah 
Executive Director 

Green River Area Development District 

Owensboro, Kentucky, USA 

 

Jitka Brabcova 
International Relations Section 

Olomouc Regional Administration 

Olomouc, Czech Republic 
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