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Definitions used in this survey

Climate change refers to long-term changes in weather
patterns, such as increased flooding, prolonged periods
of drought, long periods of extreme temperature, etc.

Climate adaptation refers to planning and the
Implementation of measures designed to proactively
prevent the future effects of climate change. [By
contrast, mitigation consists of measures designed to
reduce current impacts of climate change.]

Region refers to the jurisdiction that the responding
organization serves. The jurisdiction of some regional
organizations includes more than one state.




Response Rates by State
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D 0 responses
D 1-2 responses
D 3-4 responses
D 5-6 responses 82 Complete Responses
B -6 responses 79 Identified State(s)

NOTE: for states operating in more than one state, every state in their
jurisdiction was counted.



Population of Responding Regions

1-1.5 million

Ower 1.5 million




Major Natural Hazards of
Responding Regions

Is your region particularly prone to any of the following
natural hazards?

Coastal storms
and flooding

River flooding

Prolonged periods of extreme
heat or extreme cold

Drought

High winds (e.g..
hurricanes, tornadoes)

NOTE: more than one answer could be checked.



Stages of Response to the Climate
Adaptation Challenge

AWARENESS

C‘ ASSESSMENT
C PLANNING &
RECOMMENDATIONS

C ADOPTION &

IMPLEMENTATION




What stages are regions in?

29%

Awareness

Planning 27%

Adoption

Implementation
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Awareness

To what extent do each of the following statements
characterize awareness in your region?

Public increasingly aware
of climate change

Climate change has
been discusses

Our organization taking
a leading role in
developing awareness

Other organizations
taking a leading role

74

51.2

1
O 20

40

4%

60

Defimtely doesn't

B Characterize our region

Somewhat charactenizes
— ur region

Strongly characterizes
e our region

NOTE: percentages at the bottom of the chart are valid responses (all those
completing the survey including those who skipped this question) while
percentages within the chart are for those answering this specific question.




Awareness

Are there specific concerns that are triggering climate change
awareness in your region?

Sea level rise

Increased flooding

More frequent and prolonged
periods of drought

More extreme weather events




Assessment

Have staff in your organization been assigned responsibility for
analyzing how climate change is affecting your region?

NO

YES




Assessment

What kinds of climate change assessments has your organization
conducted (check all that apply)?

Flooding and storm
water drainage

Water resources

Emergency evacuation

Sea level rise or
coastal storm surge

|dentification and assessment
of at-risk infrastructure

Responsiveness of land
use plans andfor
zoning to climate change

20




Assessment

Are there other organizations in your region doing these types
of climate change assessments (check all that apply)?

Colleges or universities

Monprofits

Business organizations

Other local governments
in your region

State agencies

Federal agencies®
* See next slide




If there are federal agencies doing
assessments in your region, who are they?

15 regions identified “federal agencies”

= EPA-8
= FWHA -5
= NOAA-5

= FEMA -4



Assessment

If you checked any of the above, is your organization working in
partnership with these other organization in conducting assessments

NO

YES




Who are regions partnering with?

Half of those working in partnerships were
working with universities.

Over a third with state agencies.

And a quarter with one or more federal
agencies.



Planning

Have staff in your organization formulated adaptation planning

recommendations?

NO

YES




Planning

What kinds of planning recommendations have been developed
(check all that apply)?

Zoning and/or
subdivision regulations

Storm water ordinances

Emergency planning

Floodplain management

Sustainability and/or
smart-growth planning

Encourage higher
density development near
public transit nodes

Encourage higher density
development

20




Planning

Are climate adaptation activities in your region being motivated by
state and/or federal initiative (voluntary) or requirements (mandatory)?

NO

YES

20




Has your organization formally adopted climate change
adaptation elements as part of any of its regional plans?

NO

YES




What tools are you using to implement your climate adaptation policies and or plans?
Check all that apply.

Zoning andfor
subdivision regulations

Building codes and
design standards

Infrastructure
development

Best management
practices

Dutreach and education

All Other Responses




If your climate adaptation implementation efforts involve partners,
who do you partner with?

State agencies

Federal agencies (e.g..
MNOAA, EPA, FEMA)

Colleges or universities

Monprofits

Business organizations

Other regions

Other




Preliminary Conclusions

Being In an area with strong environmental
stresses can encourage regional activism.

Such regions often have strong state as well
as federal environmental requirements
driving activism.

More activists regions have more activist
local government.

Partnerships are especially important in
conducting high quality assessment.



