INSERT YOUR ORGANIZATION’S LETTERHEAD

DATE
Please Insert Your Congressional Member’s Information Here:
The Honorable FIRST LAST
U.S. House of Representatives OR U.S. Senate

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE  ZIPCODE
Dear Congressman OR Senator LAST NAME:
On behalf of [INSERT ORGANIZATION NAME], I write to request your support to rebuild our economy through local and regional infrastructure spending in the economic recovery package under development by Congress. The infrastructure inadequacies plaguing our communities – crumbling bridges, aging highways, rail, ports, and mass transit, and deteriorating water and sewer systems – are in dire need of maintenance and improvement. Your willingness to find real solutions to these challenges is a necessary step in defining a commitment to upgrading our infrastructure nationwide, while protecting our environment, boosting the economy and creating jobs. 

Regional planning organizations like ours are responsible for billions of dollars in transportation, homeland security, economic development and environment local projects and programs throughout the country. Recently, our membership trade association, the National Association of Regional Councils (NARC), released Regional Infrastructure Investment: Building Our Economies; Investing in Our Communities, a report detailing, at minimum, $23 billion in “ready-to-go” surface transportation and wastewater infrastructure investment needed on the regional and local level.
In fact, in our region alone, additional infrastructure investment is needed for: [INSERT PROJECT DETAILS]
Project Name

Project Type and Description
Cost Estimate
Number of Jobs Created
Anticipated Start Time if received funding (i.e. immediately, 3 months, 6 months)

Please consider the following recommendations for inclusion in the economic recovery package:

· Fund ”ready-to-go” projects through an equitable distribution by established formula allocation such as the Surface Transportation Program (STP), Clean Water State Revolving Fund, Community Development Block Grant, Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant, and Economic Development Administration (EDA) programs (as grants without match requirements) to drive monies directly to the local level – both rural and urban. Maintaining a strong focus on the priorities of local communities, acting in partnership with their regional planning organizations, ensures broad buy-in for regional and local projects, provides transparency and accountability in the process, and ties investments closely to our region’s needs.
· Require States to engage with local governments – urban and rural – in project selection beyond the distributed funds. Moving local projects forward is key to stimulating the economy and job creation success. Regional agencies and our governing boards of appointed and local elected officials are knowledgeable about infrastructure issues that cut across city, county and, often, state boundaries, and have expertise in regional infrastructure financing, planning and development, and implementing new, emerging technologies and strategies to determine appropriate infrastructure investments. 
· Include local governments and local elected officials as a partner in the federal process. Local governments across the country are committed to creating safer, healthier and more environmentally friendly communities. Local governments own and operate the majority of our nation’s infrastructure and the local elected officials are closest to the people, being accountable and responsive to the needs of their communities.
Thank you for your consideration of our recommendations and your commitment to sustained and strategic public investments in infrastructure. [INSERT ORGANIZATION NAME] offers support and assistance to you and your colleagues on these important and timely economic recovery efforts. Please do not hesitate to contact me at [INSERT CONTACT INFORMATION] or Fred Abousleman, NARC executive director at 202.986.1032. Thank you. 

Sincerely,



















