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About The Report
As Congress discusses the appropriate level and scope of investment needed to strengthen our economy and 
create family-wage jobs, the National Association of Regional Councils (NARC) offers this report illustrating regional 
infrastructure investment needs. The information contained within this report has been gathered by the NARC and 
represents a sample of the thousands of local and regional “ready-to-go” projects identifi ed by Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations (MPOs), regional Councils of Government (COGs), and Regional Planning Organizations (RPOs) who 
are working to address local and regional infrastructure needs throughout the United States.

NARC encourages the consideration of ”ready-to-go” projects of local governments through an equitable distribution 
of funds by formula allocation throughout successful and historic federal programs. Maintaining a strong focus on 
the priorities of local communities, acting in partnership with their regional planning organizations, ensures broad 
buy-in for regional and local projects, provides transparency in the process and ties investments closely to our 
region’s needs.

Existing programs that focus resources locally, such as the Surface Transportation Program, the Community 
Development Block Grant, and the Energy Effi ciency and Conservation Block Grant are instrumental in 
furthering the success of local governments and should be utilized when Congress crafts a stimulus package and 
any other future federal infrastructure investment.

Local area funds, eliminated in the stimulus bill proposal passed by the U.S. House of Representatives on September 
26, 2008, are essential to ensuring the economic vitality of our regions. It is imperative that the next federal economic 
stimulus package contain a strong infrastructure component and utilize the Surface Transportation Program 
(STP) structure as stated in current law. Without the inclusion of the STP structure, metro areas of 200,000 and 
above would lose an estimated $4.32 billion. Small urban areas of population 5,000-200,000, and non-urban areas, 
under 5,000 population, would also be denied critically important transportation funding. In total, this distribution 
would ensure that local communities receive 62.5 percent of the emergency stimulus highway funds for ready-to-
go transportation projects. 

Using the Surface Transportation Program (STP) structure as stated in current law means that, in addition to the 
guaranteed share of STP funds reserved for the states, local offi cials and local areas within the states would receive 
a balance of the funds based on population. 

NARC encourages Congress to consider this proposal and to further require States to engage with local governments 
– urban and rural – in project selection beyond the distributed funds.  Moving local projects forward is key to a 
stimulus success.

This report examines the investment needs and opportunities of local governments on the regional level – urban and 
rural – at three separate intervals: projects for which funding can be used immediately, within three months and within 
six months. The following information serves to inform the conversation as to how we can effectively and effi ciently 
invest infrastructure funds in the next stimulus package and future federal infrastructure investments. Included in this 
report are projects from the following states:

 Arizona   Iowa    Nevada   Tennessee
 California  Indiana    New York  Texas
 Colorado  Kentucky  North Carolina   Utah 
 Connecticut  Massachusetts   Ohio    Vermont 
 Florida   Michigan  Oregon   Washington
 Illinois   Missouri  Pennsylvania    West Virginia    

The sample project totals identifi ed within this report are the result of decades of unfunded needs. The nation’s 
regional planning organizations – large and small, urban and rural –  unite communities and create a common vision 
that is essential to maintaining and preserving our nations’ infrastructure. This report was designed as a follow-up 
to the letter from The Honorable Betty Knight, Presiding Platte County, MO Commissioner and NARC President, 
transmitted to Congress regarding the second economic stimulus package.



Over the last 30 years, a decreasing federal commitment to investing in our nation’s bridges, highways, transit 
and other forms of infrastructure critical to America’s economic health and competitiveness has resulted in 
a greater obligation by states and localities. 
 

In 2005, infrastructure spending by localities accounted for nearly 75% of total spending. • 
Many local governments are facing budgetary crises that will constrain a great majority of infrastructure spending • 
due to the current economic slowdown and turmoil in the housing and credit markets. Local governments are facing 
the perfect storm of costly and increasing federal mandates, balanced budget requirements, debt limitations, the 
need to keep taxes low and a current credit squeeze and, therefore, do not have the budget capacity to invest as 
they have in the past.

 
As a result of inadequate investment in infrastructure, our nation’s infrastructure network has fallen into 
disrepair and will require substantial amounts of sustained funding at all levels of government to reverse 
this trend.

The National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission calculated that it will take $220 • 
billion in capital investment annually through 2035 across all modes; $220 billion annually is $134 billion annually 
higher than the $86 billion annually currently available.
Many of our regions, as studied by NARC, face severe underinvestment as needs outstrip the ability to fund • 
plans and projects. Urban and rural America are sitting on billions of dollars of unfunded, dormant infrastructure 
projects—many of which are critical to preserving, maintaining and making our system safer. 

 
Regions are a basic building block in the global economy. Regional collaboration is a tool for local governments 
to provide greater purchasing power and strengthen economic opportunities in both urban and rural areas. 
 

In rural America, for example, the Appalachian Regional Commission demonstrated in 2007, that the $29.4 million • 
invested in 104 infrastructure projects in Appalachia has yielded 27,180 total jobs, generated $638.8 million in 
new wages annually and leveraged $1.7 billion of total private investment – a 75-1 return ratio.
In metropolitan America, for example, the US Conference of Mayors’ • Mainstreet Stimulus report, highlights that 
metro economies now account for 86 percent of national employment, 90 percent of labor income and 90 percent 
of gross domestic product.

 
Regional approaches, developed and implemented by MPOs, COGs, and RPOs, guided by leadership at the local level, 
are proven meaningful in facilitating project funding and selection, linking and building new infrastructure and promoting 
innovation and entrepreneurship that supports our economy and creates sustainable, livable communities.
 
NARC appreciates your commitment to making sustained and strategic public investments in infrastructure. We 
offer our assistance for communicating ready-to-go infrastructure projects in the second stimulus package and in 
future infrastructure initiatives to stimulate jobs, reinvigorate local and national economies and possibly forestall deep 
problems within state and local governments. We hope to partner with other organizations and our elected leaders 
and businesses to develop strong policies that will engage our regions in infrastructure solutions to ensure our 
economic health, sustainability and prosperity. 
 
For additional information, please contact:
Erika Young, Transportation Director
202.986.1032 x212
erika@NARC.org
 
Sincerely,

Fred Abousleman
Executive Director
National Association of Regional Councils



Arizona
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Regions: 
 $4,433,762,610

Arizona’s localities rely on locally generated taxes to 
fund much of their infrastructure needs. Current sales tax 
receipts are lower than projected and Arizona’s subprime 
mortgage crisis will alone cost $2.85 billion statewide in 
2008 and 2009. 

If funded, the more than $2.6 billion of highway, transit and 
wastewater projects identifi ed by the Maricopa Association 
of Governments, Central Arizona Council of Governments  
and the Pima Association of Governments could help 
reverse the loss of over 47,000 Arizona jobs since the 
beginning of 2008.

Immediately 3 Months 6 Months
$85,041,160  $83,375,996 $4,265,345,454

3 Months 6 Months
$12,092,000 $2,348,378,000

California
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Regions: 
 $2,360,470,000

The Pima Association of 
Governments reports that it could 
immediately exercise options to 
purchase 72 replacement buses 
for the Pima County area. Due to 
lack of funds, all 72 buses have 
exceeded their 12 year/500,000 
mile recommended lifespan.
Cost: $30 million

California’s localities rely on locally generated taxes to 
fund much of their infrastructure needs. To date, sales 
tax receipts are lower than projected and California’s 
foreclosure rate is among the highest in the nation, 
projected to cost the economy $24.3 billion over the next 
two years. 

If funded, the more than $2.3 billion of highway 
resurfacing, transit expansion, and safety projects 
identifi ed by the San Diego Association of Governments 
and the Sacramento Association of Governments could 
help reverse the loss of over 73,200 California jobs since 
the beginning of 2008.

The San Diego Association of 
Governments reports that widening 
State Road 76 would improve safety 
conditions in an area where accident 
rates are higher than average.  
The project connects several local 
communities, allowing for improved 
interregional travel.  Much of the $500 
million needed to complete this project 
has already been identifi ed, leaving a 
$9 million funding gap.  
Cost: $9 million



3 Months 6 Months
$200,000,000 $390,000,000

3 Months
$704,200,000

Colorado
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Regions: 
 $590,000,000

Several of Colorado’s localities must prepare their 
infrastructure networks for higher than average population 
growth due to military base changes. The lack of locally 
generated revenue resulting from the projected 22,000 home 
foreclosures is expected to cost the economy $24.3 billion 
over the next two years and hamper local government’s 
ability to maintain and expand their transportation systems. 

If funded, the more than $590 million of highway resurfacing, 
capacity expansion, and safety projects identifi ed by Mesa 
County and the Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments 
could both stimulate local economies and buffer against 
rising unemployment rates.

Connecticut
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Region: 
 $704,200,000

The Pikes Peak Area Council of 
Governments has identifi ed several 
projects which plan for the anticipated 
growth in population—30,000 more 
people over 3 years—due to the 
specifi c recommendations of the 
Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission. Several widening 
projects throughout Colorado Springs 
will ease the fl ow of traffi c and mitigate 
congestion around the U.S. Air Force 
Academy and in the most congested 
“small city” in the country. This project 
could begin within 3 months of 
receiving the necessary funds. 
Cost: $182 million

Connecticut’s localities rely on locally generated taxes 
to fund several infrastructure projects. Connecticut’s 
regions are suffering from a 6.5 percent unemployment 
rate, representing at 4.8 percent increase in 2008, and 
a subprime mortgage-related foreclosure rate which is 
projected to cost the economy $1.28 billion in lost property 
taxes over the next two years. 

If funded, the more than $700 million of safety, transit, and 
congestion relief projects identifi ed the Capitol Region 
Council of Governments could help stem the tide of lost 
jobs in one of our nation’s most congested corridors.

The Capitol Region Council of 
Governments has identifi ed rail 
improvements on the Metro North 
transit system, a feeder to the 
Boston to Washington corridor 
including station rehabilitation and 
rail track improvements, which 
would both create jobs and ease 
congestion along the busiest rail 
commuter corridor in the country. 
Cost: $71 million



Florida
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Regions: 
 $715,024,468

As nations fourth largest state, Florida’s regions serve an important 
role in creating a transportation network capable of safely moving large 
amounts of goods and people and securing against natural disasters. 
Florida’s localities rely on locally generated taxes and tolls to fund many 
of their infrastructure needs. Many of Florida’s regions are suffering 
from a revenue shortfall associated with 140,000 lost jobs since the 
beginning of 2008, and the 20.9 percent decrease in home values 
projected from 2007 through 2009. 

If funded, the more than $715 million of transit, bridge repair and water 
and sewer projects identifi ed by the Apalachee Regional Planning 
Council, the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization, 
the Martin Metropolitan Planning Organization, the Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Agency and the Lee County Metropolitan 
Planning Organization could help stimulate economic growth and 
reverse unemployment trends.

Illinois
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Regions: 
 $1,104,124,312

The Martin County Metropolitan 
Planning Organization has 
identifi ed the construction of a 
new bridge connecting Palm City 
with the City of Stuart in Martin 
County as a priority for a number 
of years.  The new bridge would 
provide much needed relief to 
congestion on the existing road 
network over the St. Lucie River.  
The project will cost a total of $200 
million; $108 million has already 
been secured.  An additional $92 
million in funding would hasten 
construction. The project could be 
started within six months. 
Cost: $92 million

With extensive rail infrastructure and interstate highways, acting 
as one of the largest freight hubs, Illinois’ urban and rural regional 
planning organizations are confronting large disparities between 
available funding and the necessary costs of modernizing and 
upgrading their system. Many of Illinois’ regions are suffering from 
the loss of revenue associated with both job loss and the $4.7 billion 
in lost property taxes expected over the next two years. 

If funded, the more than $1 billion of rail infrastructure improvements, 
transit modernization and safety projects identifi ed by the Chicago 
Metropolitan Agency for Planning, the North Central Illinois Council 
of Governments, the South Central Illinois Regional Planning & 
Development Commission and the Two Rivers Regional Council of 
Public Offi cials could help reverse the increase in unemployment.

The South Central Illinois 
Regional Planning and 
Development Commission 
has identifi ed an extension 
of the Outer Belt West as 
providing critical access to 
a 42-acre development site 
chosen by FedEx Freight for a 
new $18 million regional freight 
distribution center.  The staff has 
worked with the city of Effi ngham 
to secure the site.  If this project 
is funded, it could begin within 
six months. 
Cost: $5.8 million

Immediately 3 Months 6 Months
$360,884,468 $69,720,000 $340,420,000

Immediately 3 Months 6 Months
$13,985,000 $16,198,999 $1,073,940,313



Indiana
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Regions: 
 $8,625,000

As one of the “crossroads of America,” Indiana’s urban and rural 
regional planning organizations are confronting large disparities 
in costs associated with maintaining and upgrading their aging 
infrastructure and an economic outlook incorporating a high 
unemployment rate. Many of Indiana’s regions are suffering from  
job loss and declining revenues from the $1.02 billion in lost 
property taxes expected over the next two years. 

One Indiana snapshot shows us that, if funded, the more than $8.5 
million of rail and highway connector improvements identifi ed by 
the Area Plan Commission of Tippecanoe County and the Ohio-
Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments could help 
reverse the 20,100 jobs lost in 2008 and create a more effi cient 
and safer system. 

The Area Planning Commission 
of Tippecanoe County identifi es 
the need to build a bridge over a 
Norfolk Southern rail yard at US 
52. With right-of-way certifi ed in 
January 2007, the project is needed 
and well-planned.  Approximately 
20 trains pass through the rail 
yard daily, causing delays on US 
52, which has over 15,000 daily 
vehicles.  The road also serves 
as an alternate route for traffi c on 
I-65, requiring vehicles to cross 
this rail yard when responding 
to emergencies on I-65.  With 
additional funding, this project 
could begin within six months. 
Cost: $8.6 million

Iowa
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Region: 
 $650,000

Iowa’s localities rely on locally generated property and other 
taxes to fund many of its infrastructure projects. Iowa’s 
projected unemployment rate will exceed fi ve percent in 
2009. The state also faces a subprime mortgage-related 
foreclosure rate which is projected to cost the economy 
$191 million in lost property taxes over the next two years. 

If funded, this project identifi ed by the Mid-Iowa Development 
Association Council of Governments will create economic 
stimulus in the community and provide better travel options 
for many of Webster City’s citizens.

The Mid-Iowa Development 
Association (MIDAS) Council 
of Governments has identifi ed a 
project which expands transit service 
provided to the Mid-Iowa region. 
HARIDES, the transit provider in 
Webster City, needs a new transit 
facility to provide for the existing 
transit system.  Currently, HARIDES 
rents offi ce space and  has no indoor 
storage space for its vehicles.  The 
MIDAS Council of Governments and 
HARIDES new transit facility could 
begin construction within six months 
of funding. 
Cost: $650,000

6 Months
$650,000

6 Months
$8,625,000



Kentucky
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Regions: 
 $244,036,992

To fund infrastructure, Kentucky’s localities rely both on the federal 
government’s infrequently authorized wastewater fi nancing programs  
and locally generated taxes, which are decreasing as a result of 
our current recession. Kentucky’s unemployment is at 6.8 percent 
and  their  subprime mortgage crisis is projected to cost $398 million 
statewide in declining property taxes in 2008 and 2009. 

As a snapshot, the more than $244 million of wastewater projects 
identifi ed by the Green River Area Development District, the Ohio-
Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments and the KYOVA 
Interstate Planning Commission could help stimulate their regional 
economies, supply thousands with clean water and reverse the rising 
unemployment forecasts. 

The Green River Area 
Development District is 
currently bidding a water 
infrastructure project which, 
due to the current condition of 
the economy, is experiencing 
a shortfall in funding and 
may delay the project.  This 
project addresses critical water 
infrastructure needs in rural 
Kentucky and will supply 6,000 
residents with clean water. The 
construction of the new plant  
has been approved and work 
could begin within six months 
of receiving additional funding. 
Cost: $5.6 million

Immediately 3 Months 6 Months
$42,937,665 $2,505,150 $198,594,177

Massachusetts
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Region: 
 $53,942,930

Massachusetts’ services and budgets are struggling 
with an increasing unemployment rate and a mortgage 
delinquency rate which has doubled in the past year. 
Should Massachusetts mortgage foreclosure projections 
continue, localities would suffer the loss of $2.1 billion 
in property taxes over the next two years. 

If funded, the $54 million Massachusetts example 
provided the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission will 
create economic stimulus in the community and offer 
better, safer travel options for many citizens in the 
western part of the state. 

The  Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission has identifi ed the 
rehabilitation of a 49 mile rail corridor 
which will return rail passenger service 
to between Springfi eld and East 
Northfi eld Massachusetts. Resuming 
service along the former, more densely 
settled corridor will more than triple the 
population in western MA served by 
passenger rail. In addition, removing 
the Springfi eld to Palmer link will reduce 
congestion on the CSX mainline that 
connects Boston and Albany. 
Cost: $25 million

6 Months
$53,942,930



Michigan
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Regions: 
 $124,640,282

At 9.3 percent, Michigan’s regions are suffering from one of 
the highest unemployment rates in the country, compounded 
by the loss of $2.32 billion in property taxes and the projected 
54,000 foreclosures in 2008 and 2009.

Michigan serves as one of the largest international ports of entry 
for freight,  the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 
and the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission report 
several maintenance, bridge rehabilitation and pedestrian 
safety improvements that can be acted on within six months of 
receiving funding, which includes $104 million in “ready to go” 
projects  that will help stimulate an economy that lost 56,000 
jobs since the beginning of 2008. 

The Southeast Michigan Council 
of Governments has identifi ed 
a project which would lower 
congestion, increase safety and 
improve air-quality if monies are 
available for implementation. The 
project, which has been a priority 
since 2006, requires the installation 
of a center turn lane in the City of 
Warren, helping to alleviate the 
congestion for the city of 130,000 
residents. Construction for this 
project can begin within six months 
of receiving the funding. 
Cost: $3.2 million

3 Months 6 Months
$1,900,000 $122,740,282

Missouri (Bi-State Region)
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Region: 
 $394,992,000

Kansas City, on both the Missouri and Kansas sides, serves as a 
major goods movement throughway, and as such, often bears a 
disproportionate share of the costs for maintaining their network of 
roads, rail and airports. Additionally, since mid-2008, the Kansas City 
bi-state region has already lost approximately 4,000 jobs. Job loss 
projections are between 11,000 and 30,000 depending on how long 
the current recession lasts. Like many other regions across the nation, 
the Kansas City region is experiencing an increased amount of home 
foreclosures, directly impacting local budgets and services. 

The Kansas City Bi-State region, represented by the Mid-America 
Regional Council, reports that capacity and safety projects are needed 
to address congestion, create jobs, create more pedestrian friendly 
communities and lessen the impact of the recession in one of the most 
heavily traffi cked regions in the country. 

The Mid-America Regional 
Council has identifi ed several 
grade separations around a 
BNSF Railway Intermodal 
Facility that will make a $1.7 
billion impact on the economy, 
including 13,200 direct and 
indirect jobs as well as benefi ts 
to local schools for the next 
20 years.  The intermodal 
facility is the largest economic 
development project in the State 
of Kansas in the last 40 years. 
Construction on the projects 
could begin within the next 6 
months with funding.  
Cost: $28.4 million

3 Months 6 Months
$157,987,000 $237,015,000



Nevada
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Region: 
 $259,307,000

As one of the nation’s fastest growing states, Nevada’s 
regions serve an important role in creating a transportation 
network capable of serving new industry and a robust travel 
destination. Nevada’s regions are suffering the highest 
mortgage delinquency and foreclosure rates in the nation. 
Nevada is experiencing a revenue shortfall due to a 30 
percent decrease in home values, creating a severe hardship 
on the ability of localities to pay for needed infrastructure 
maintenance and upgrades. 

If funded, the more than $259 million of capacity improvements 
identifi ed by the Regional Transportation Commission of 
Washoe County could help stimulate economic growth and 
reverse the unemployment trend.

New York
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Region: 
 $2,937,000

The Regional Transportation Commission 
of Washoe County has identifi ed a project 
which will mitigate traffi c congestion on the 
I-580/US-395 corridor in the primary retail 
district for Reno/Sparks region. In addition to 
the jobs created by this project, congestion 
relief and safety benefi ts will be realized. 99% 
of the right-of-way has been acquired through 
local dedications, and the fi nal parcels are 
being purchased. To date, $5.5 million in local 
funding in this project, and the current estimated 
construction cost is $50 million. Environmental 
clearances have been received and fi nal design 
will be complete in February 2009. This project 
could be bid for construction in February 2009 
if funding becomes available. 
Cost: $100,000,000

New York’s services and budgets are struggling with an 
increasing unemployment rate and a mortgage delinquency 
rate which has nearly doubled in the past year. Should New 
York’s mortgage foreclosure projections continue, localities 
would suffer a loss of $8.4 billion in property taxes over the 
next two years. 

The highlighted example from upstate New York illustrates  
$3 million worth of local projects that will create economic 
stimulus in the community and provide better travel 
options. The Southern Tier Central Regional Planning and 
Development Board has identifi ed safety and maintenance, 
as well as wastewater projects that, with funding, could 
begin in the next six months.

The Southern Tier Central Regional 
Planning and Development Board 
has identifi ed an extension of water 
service to a parcel of a new home 
development.  The Town of Reading 
does not have the resources to 
undertake the creation of a new town 
water district.  In addition to employing 
public works construction workers, 
this project has the additional benefi t 
of improving water quality for existing 
homes and provide for construction of 
much-needed quality housing, of which 
Schuyler County has a documented 
shortage. 
Cost:  $400,000

Immediately 6 Months
$93,577,000 $165,730,000

6 Months
$2,937,000



North Carolina
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Region: 
 $32,750,000

Despite being home to a large number of water resources, 
North Carolina’s regions, including the localities served by 
the Centralina Council of Governments, often face diffi culty in 
extending clean water systems to its citizens. Many of North 
Carolina’s regional economies continue to suffer from revenue 
decline associated with loss of industry and employment, as 
well as the $1 billion in lost property taxes expected over the 
next two years. 

If funded, this nearly $33 million water treatment from the 
Centralina Council of Governments will employ skilled 
construction workers and extend needed sanitation to 
underserved communities. 

Ohio
 
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Regions: 
 $271,649,840

The Centralina Council of 
Governments has identifi ed a Sewer 
Feasibility Study for the Village of 
Misenheimer, that is currently without 
a sewer system, despite being home 
to Pfeiffer University.  The Village has 
reached a point in which commercial 
and residential development is limited 
due to the lack of a wastewater 
system.  With the completed 
study and a system plan in hand, 
construction could begin within three 
to six months of the Village’s receipt 
of funding.  A wastewater system 
would greatly improve the economy 
for the residents of the entire region, 
but also the entire northern area of 
Stanly County.
Cost: $42,000

Ohio’s localities rely on locally generated revenue to fund many of 
their infrastructure needs. However, Ohio’s unemployment rate is 7.3 
percent, and their subprime mortgage crisis is projected to cost $2.53 
billion statewide in lost property taxes over the next two years. 

If funded, the more than $271 million of highway, transit and safety 
projects identifi ed by the Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission, 
the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency, the Mid-Ohio 
Regional Planning Commission, the Akron Metropolitan Area 
Transportation Study, the Clark County Springfi eld Transportation 
Coordinating Committee, the Stark County Regional Planning 
Commission and the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of 
Governments  could help stimulate regional economies and reverse 
the 16,500 Ohio jobs lost since the beginning of 2008.

The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission has identifi ed a proposed 
260-foot bridge that separating Deer 
Creek and Berlin Reservoirs as 
a project which will create lasting 
transportation solutions and provide 
skilled construction.  The dam 
construction is the fi nal section of the 
new Mahoning Valley Trail and will 
expand access to all types of recreation 
in the Mahoning Valley, including 
hiking, running, bicycling, hunting, 
fi shing, boating and bird watching in 
an environmentally friendly design. 
This project is in accordance with the 
Stark County Trail and Greenway Plan 
and, as such, is incorporated into Stark 
County’s long-range transportation and 
planning documents. This $636,000 
project requires an additional $557,000; 
however, once that funding is secured 
construction could begin immediately. 
Cost: $557,000

Immediately 6 Months
$23,450,000 $9,300,000

Immediately 3 Months 6 Months
$98,372,688 $17,925,832 $155,351,320



Oregon
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Region: 
 $107,949,000

With Oregon’s subprime mortgage crisis projected 
to cost $783 million statewide in declining property 
taxes over the next two years, many infrastructure 
projects have been postponed or cancelled due to 
lack of funding. 

The more than $100 million of bridge rehabilitation, 
transit, and safety projects identifi ed by the Lane 
Council of Governments could help stimulate their 
regional economy and reverse the loss of over 
18,500 Oregon jobs since the beginning of 2008.

Pennsylvania
 
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Regions: 
 $225,636,493

The Lane Council of Governments reports 
that the Delta Ponds Bridge and Shared-Use 
Path have been in regionally adopted plans 
since 1974 and  will provide a transportation 
and recreational facility with connections to 
the 12- mile Ruth Bascom Riverbank Trail 
system, extensive commercial development 
including Eugene’s largest shopping center, 
two large single family neighborhoods, and 
extensive multi-family neighborhoods. The 
two nearest crossings are at major highway 
interchanges and do not provide for safe or 
convenient bicycle/pedestrian movement 
between the east and west neighborhoods.
Cost: $2.25 million

Pennsylvania’s localities rely on locally generated revenue, 
including taxes and tolls, to fund many projects which 
maintain the safety and integrity of their transportation 
network. Pennsylvania’s subprime mortgage crisis is 
projected to cost $1.95 billion statewide in declining 
property taxes over the next two years. 

If funded, the more than $225 million of bridge rehabilitation, 
transit, and safety projects identifi ed by the Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Commission and the Delaware Valley 
Regional Planning Commission could help stimulate 
regional economies and reverse the loss of over 18,900 
Pennsylvania jobs since the beginning of 2008.

The Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Commission reports that, among 
other projects, Route 228 in Butler 
County needs reconstruction and 
realignment in order to facilitate the 
new Westinghouse and Simon Mall 
development which are relying on 
these improvements in order to bring 
additional job growth to the area. This 
project can be ready to go within six 
months of receiving funding. 
Cost: $20 million

6 Months
$107,949,000

3 Months 6 Months
$18,196,805 $207,439,688



Immediate 6 Months
$80,100,000 $1,461,420,000

Tennessee
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Region: 
 $1,541,520,000

Tennessee’s subprime mortgage crisis and unemployment 
rate are affecting locally generated revenue used to fund 
many projects which maintain the safety and integrity of their 
transportation network. Tennessee’s subprime mortgage 
crisis is expected to cost $619 million statewide in declining 
property taxes over the next two years, potentially hampering 
dozens of projects addressing bridge rehabilitation, transit, and 
maintenance. 

If funded, the more than $1.5 billion of bridge rehabilitation, 
transit, and maintenance projects identifi ed by the Southeast 
Tennessee Development District could help stimulate their 
regional economies and reverse the loss of over 26,300 jobs 
since the beginning of 2008.

Texas
 
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Regions: 
 $11,743,421,343

The Southeast Tennessee 
Development District has identifi ed 
a rural two-lane highway that, if 
realigned, would help to create 
approximately 250-350 high-paying 
jobs and facilitate the construction 
of a $106 million nuclear fabrication 
facility along the Tennessee River 
in Marion County, Tennessee. At 
present, the site under development 
by the Chicago Bridge & Iron 
Company is served by a rural two-
lane state highway that has no direct 
access to the interstate system. A new 
river crossing over the Tennessee 
River and realignment of the existing 
road are needed to move goods and 
materials between the plant and 
markets.
Cost: $28 million

Texas localities rely on locally generated revenue to fund many 
projects that maintain the safety of their transportation network and 
accommodate anticipated increases in goods movement traffi c. 
However, Texas’ subprime mortgage crisis is projected to cost $2.37 
billion statewide in declining property taxes over the next two years 
and will potentially hamper dozens of projects addressing bridge 
rehabilitation, maintenance, and capacity expansion. 

If funded, the more than $11.7 billion of bridge rehabilitation, transit 
and maintenance projects identifi ed by the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council, the North Central Texas Council of Governments, the East 
Texas Council of Governments and the Deep East Texas Council 
of Governments could help stimulate their regional economies and 
mitigate against their increasing unemployment rate.

The Houston-Galveston Area 
Council reports that the widening of 
a two lane rural road to a four lane 
divided highway in Brazoria County 
would create a better economic link 
between the Port of Freeport and 
the inland markets the port serves. 
80% of the port’s truck traffi c uses 
the current two lane “farm to market” 
road. In addition to serving the Port, 
improving the road would improve 
hurricane evacuation from this 
portion of southern Brazoria County. 
While, the project is “ready-to-go” 
the funding for it is not currently 
available. 
Cost: $15.6 million

Immediately 3 Months 6 Months
$1,028,574,851 $1,574,032,044 $9,140,814,448



3 Months
$83,375,996

3 Months 6 Months
$200,000 $6,200,000

Utah
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Region: 
 $83,375,996

As one of the faster growing Western States, Utah’s localities 
rely on locally generated revenue to fund many projects which 
maintain the safety of their transportation network, preparing for 
the projected population increases. However, Utah’s subprime 
mortgage crisis is projected to cost $542 million statewide in 
declining property taxes over the next two years, hampering  
projects that address growing needs. 

The Wasatch Front Regional Council, representing the Salt Lake 
City metropolitan region, has identifi ed $82 million in railroad 
grade separation, bridge replacements, and widening projects 
which can be “ready-to-go” within three months upon appropriate 
funding. These projects will create a safer network and promote 
the economic health of the region.

Vermont
 
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Region: 
 $6,400,000

The Wasatch Front Regional 
Council has identifi ed the 
construction of a critical 
widening project on State Road 
68 in Woods Cross, Utah, 
which has recently been halted 
due to a lack of funding.  The 
curtailment of the project has 
prevented the widening of the 
road connecting to Interstate 
15.  An additional $12 million in 
funding would allow the project 
to be restarted and completed 
in full, as initially planned. 
Cost: $12 million

To fund infrastructure needs, Vermont localities depend both on 
the federal government’s infrequently authorized wastewater 
fi nancing programs, as well as locally generated taxes, which 
are decreasing as a result of the most recent recession. The 
loss of jobs experienced by Vermont’s regions, coupled with 
the increased foreclosures and decreased in property values, 
is expected to cost Vermont $63.6 million in lost property taxes 
over the next two years. 

If funded, the more than $6.4 million of wastewater projects 
identifi ed by the Northwest Regional Planning Commission 
could help stimulate regional economies, supply thousands 
with clean water, and reverse the unemployment forecasts. 

The Northwest Regional Planning 
Commission, in partnership with 
the Franklin County Industrial 
Development Corporation, the 
Town of St. Albans and the Vermont 
Center for Clean and Clear is 
pursuing a two-phase project to 
address stormwater runoff. The 
fi rst phase of the project has been 
funded and scheduled; however, 
the second phase has yet to be 
funded.  With additional funding 
commitments, phase two of the 
project could begin within three 
months, as originally scheduled.  
Cost: $200,000



3 Months
$28,000,000

Washington
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Regions: 
 $65,849,544

Washington’s subprime mortgage crisis and unemployment rates are effecting 
locally generated revenue used to fund many projects which maintain the 
integrity of their transportation network. If projections hold, Washington’s 
subprime mortgage crisis will cost $1.56 billion statewide in declining property 
taxes over the next two years and will hamper dozens of projects addressing 
bridge rehabilitation, maintenance and capacity expansion. 

If funded, the more than $65 million of grade separations, safety upgrades 
and wastewater projects identifi ed by the Yakima Valley, Whatcom, Central 
Washington, Grays Harbor and Benton Franklin Councils of Government could 
help stimulate their regional economies and mitigate against their increasing 
unemployment rate. These projects would increase safety through the 
construction of railroad grade separations, modernize the regions drinking and 
wastewater infrastructure and widen rural roads to create better opportunities 
for economic activity. 

West Virginia (Tri-State Region)  
 
 Potential Investment in Identifi ed Region: 
 $28,000,000

The Yakima Valley Council of 
Governments has identifi ed a 
project which will replace old, 
deteriorated existing water, sewer 
and irrigation pipelines within 
the Central Business District in 
downtown Grandview,  as well as 
the reconstruction of the downtown 
transportation system to create more 
attractive, livable communities. This 
project employs workers in the short 
term and adds new wider sidewalks, 
street trees, pedestrian lighting, 
and other streetscape amenities 
to create an economically vibrant 
area. With funding, this project 
could begin immediately.
Cost: $3.5 million

The Ohio River and mountainous terrain lend 
themselves to multi-faceted transportation 
challenges, which are often more expensive to 
address as compared to regions of similar size. 

The Tri-State region, represented by the KYOVA 
Interstate Planning Commission has identifi ed 
$28 million in projects aimed toward increasing 
transit access to the region’s airport and creating 
safe, livable communities for the tri-state area 
that adds economic value and reverses the job 
loss trends that the region has experienced 
since the beginning of 2008.

The KYOVA Interstate Planning Commission 
identifi es improvements to Hal Greer Boulevard in 
downtown Huntington, WV, as holding a key role 
in several initiatives, including the revitalization 
of downtown and the surrounding areas. The 
resulting growth from these improvements will 
directly affect many businesses, hospitals and 
Marshall University.  The improvements to Hal 
Greer Boulevard in this $13 million project 
would allow people to safely and quickly move 
between these important places, improving 
the health and safety of the many citizens who 
live nearby.  These essential streetscape and 
roadway improvements could begin within three 
months of receipt of funding. 
Cost: $13 million

Immediately 3 Months 6 Months
$16,480,000 $14,579,544 $34,790,000
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About The National Association of Regional Councils
The National Association of Regional Councils (NARC), representing local elected offi cials and 
their regional planning organizations, serves as a national voice for regionalism by advocating 
for regional cooperation as the most effective way to address a variety of community planning, 
economic development opportunities, and infrastructure issues. NARC’s member organizations 
are composed of multiple local governments that work together to serve American communities - 
large and small, urban and rural.   For additional information, please visit www.NARC.org. 
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