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Congressional Elections 

114th Congress 115th Congress

Senate Republicans 54 Republicans 51*

Democrats (2 
Independents)

46 Democrats (2 
Independents)

48

House Republicans 247 Republicans 239

Democrats 188 Democrats 194

By The Numbers 

Senate
5 New Democrat Senators 
(Duckworth, IL; Harris, CA; Van Hollen, 
MD; Cortez Masto, NV; Hassan, NH)

2 Flipped Democrat Seats – IL, NH

1 New Republican Senator (Young, 

IN)

House
6 Net Democrat seats gained 

*Louisiana has a runoff election on December 10 



Key Congressional Losses and Retirements 

Senate Losses Replacement 

Mark Kirk (R-IL) Tammy Duckworth (D-IL)

Kelly Ayotte (R-NH) Maggie Hassan (D-NH)

House Losses Replacement 

John Mica (R-FL) Stephanie Murphy (D-FL)

Cresent Hardy (R-NV) Ruben Kihuen (D-NV)

David Jolly (R-FL) Charlie Crist (D-FL)

House Retirements Replacement 

Candice Miller (R-MI) Paul Mitchell (R-MI)

Richard Hanna (R-NY) Claudia Tenney (R-NY)

Reid Ribble (R-WI) Mike Gallagher (R-WI)

Corrine Brown (D-FL) Al Lawson (D-FL)

Donna Edwards (D-MD) Anthony Brown (D-MD)

Janice Hahn (D-CA) Nanette Barragan (D-CA)

Ann Kirkpatrick (D-AZ) Tom O’Halleran (D-AZ)

Senate Retirements Replacement 

Barbara Boxer (D-CA) Kamala Harris (D-CA)

Dan Coats (R-IN) Todd Young (R-IN)

Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) Chris Van Hollen (D-MD)

Harry Reid (D-NV) Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV)

David Vitter (R-LA) LA Runoff: Dec 10 



Local Elected Officials 
Senate Relevant Experience 

Kamala Harris (D-CA) Former San Francisco District Attorney

House Relevant Experience

Jimmy Panetta (D-CA) Monterey County Deputy District Attorney

Salud Carbajal (D-CA) Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors

Nanette Barragan (D-CA) Mayor of Hermosa Beach

Lou Correa (D-CA) Orange County Board

John Rutherford (R-FL) Jacksonville, FL Sheriff

Darren Soto (D-FL) Orlando Civil Service Commission

Val Demings (D-FL) Orlando Policy Chief

Drew Ferguson (R-GA) Mayor of West Point

Jim Banks (R-IN) Whitley County Council

Paul Mitchell (R-MI) St. Clair City Council

Tom Suozzi (D-NY) Mayor of Glen Cove

Lloyd Smucker (R-PA) West Lampeter Twp. Board

Tom Garrett (R-VA) Louisa County Commonwealth’s Attorney



Senate Leadership
Majority Position 114th Congress 115th Congress

Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) Mitch McConnell (R-KY)

Majority Whip John Cornyn (R-TX) John Cornyn (R-TX)

Republican Conference Chair John Thune (R-SD) John Thune (R-SD)

Republican Policy Committee Chair John Barrasso (R-WY) John Barrasso (R-WY)

Republican Conference Vice Chair Roy Blunt (R-MO) Roy Blunt (R-MO)

Minority Position 114th Congress 115th Congress

Minority Leader Harry Reid (R-NV) (Retiring) Chuck Schumer (D-NY)

Minority Whip Dick Durbin (D-IL) Dick Durbin (D-IL)

Assistant Democratic Leader Patty Murray (D-WA)

Democratic Conference Secretary Patty Murray (D-WA) Tammy Baldwin (D-WI)

Democratic Conference Committee Vice Chair & Policy 
Committee Chair Chuck Schumer (D-NY)

Democratic Conference Committee Vice Chair Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) 



House Leadership

Majority Position 114th Congress 115th Congress

Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) Kevin McCarthy (R-CA)

Majority Whip Steve Scalise (R-LA) Steve Scalise (R-LA)

Republican Conference Chair Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA) Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA)

Republican Policy Committee Chair Luke Messer (R-IN) Luke Messer (R-IN)

Minority Position 114th Congress 115th Congress

Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) Nancy Pelosi (D-CA)

Minority Whip Steny Hoyer (D-MD) Steny Hoyer (D-MD)

Assistant Minority Leader James Clyburn (D-SC) James Clyburn (D-SC)

Democratic Caucus Chair
Xavier Becerra (D-CA) (term-
limited) Joe Crowley (D-NY)

Speaker of the House
Rep. Paul Ryan (R-WI)

By The Numbers 

1 New Representative 

in top leadership 



Senate Committee Leadership 
Committee Expected Chair Expected Ranking Member 

Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Pat Roberts (R-KS) Debbie Stabenow (D-MI)

Appropriations Thad Cochran (R-MS) Patrick J. Leahy (D-VT)

Armed Services John McCain (R-AZ) Jack Reed (D-RI)

Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Michael D. Crapo (R-ID) Sherrod Brown (D-OH)

Budget Michael B. Enzi (R-WY) Bernie Sanders (I-VT)

Commerce, Science and Transportation John Thune (R-SD) Bill Nelson (D-FL)

Energy and Natural Resources Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) Maria Cantwell (D-WA)

Environment and Public Works John Barrasso (R-WY) Thomas R. Carper (D-DE)

Finance Orrin G. Hatch (R-UT) Ron Wyden (D-OR)

Foreign Relations Bob Corker (R-TN) Benjamin L. Cardin (D-MD)

Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Lamar Alexander (R-TN) Patty Murray (D-WA)

Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Ron Johnson (R-WI) Claire McCaskill (D-MO)

Indian Affairs John Hoeven (R-ND) Tom Udall (D-NM)

Judiciary Charles E. Grassley (R-IA) Dianne Feinstein (D-CA)

Rules and Administration Roy Blunt (R-MO) Amy Klobuchar (D-MN)

Select Ethics Johnny Isakson (R-GA) Chris Coons (D-DE)

Select Intelligence Richard M. Burr (R-NC) Mark Warner (D-VA)

Small Business and Entrepreneurship Jim Risch (R-ID) Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH)

Special Aging Susan Collins (R-ME) Bob Casey  (D-PA)

Veterans' Affairs Johnny Isakson (R-GA) Jon Tester (D-MT)



House Committee Leadership 
Committee Chair Expected Ranking Member 

Agriculture K. Michael Conaway (R-TX) Collin Peterson (D-MN)

Appropriations Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-NJ) Nita Lowey (D-NY)

Armed Services Mac Thornberry (R-TX) Adam Smith (D-WA)

Budget Tom Price (R-GA) John Yarmuth (D-KY)

Education and the Workforce Virginia Foxx (R-NC) Robert Scott (D-VA)

Energy and Commerce Greg Walden (R-OR) Frank Pallone Jr. (D-NJ)

Ethics Susan Brooks (R-IN) Linda Sanchez (D-CA)

Financial Services Jeb Hensarling (R-TX) Maxine Waters (D-CA)

Foreign Affairs Ed Royce (R-CA) Eliot Engel (D-NY)

Homeland Security Michael McCaul (R-TX) Bennie Thompson (D-MS)

House Administration Gregg Harper (R-MS) Robert Brady (D-PA)

Intelligence Devin Nunes (R-CA) Adam Schiff (D-CA)

Judiciary Robert Goodlatte (R-VA) John Conyers Jr. (D-MI)

National Resources Rob Bishop (R-UT) Raul Grijalva (D-AZ)

Oversight and Government Reform Jason Chaffetz (R-UT) Elijah Cummings (D-MD)

Rules Pete Sessions (R-TX) Louise Slaughter (D-NY)

Science, Space, and Technology Lamar Smith (R-TX) Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX)

Small Business Steve Chabot (R-OH) Nydia Velazquez (D-NY)

Transportation and Infrastructure Bill Shuster (R-PA) Peter DeFazio (D-OR)

Veterans' Affairs Phil Roe (R-TN) Mark Takano (D-CA)

Ways and Means Kevin Brady (R-TX) Not Determined 



State Legislature Results

Map Source: National Conference of State Legislatures 

By The Numbers 

4 Chambers switched from R 

to D control – NM House, NV 
Assembly, NV Senate, WA 
Senate 

3 Chambers switched from D 

to R control – KY House, IA 
Senate, MN Senate

1 Tied Chamber – CT Senate



Governor Results

Map Source: Politico

By The Numbers

12 Gubernatorial 

Elections 

6 Governors up for Re-

Election

3 States Republicans 

gained: NH, MO, VT 



Cabinet and Administration Picks
Positions we're still waiting 
on:
• Energy Secretary 
• Secretary of State
• Department of Veterans Affairs 

Secretary
• Homeland Security Secretary
• Interior Secretary
• Agriculture Secretary
• Labor Secretary
• Environmental Protection Agency 

Administrator
• Office of Management and 

Budget Director
• United States Trade 

Representative
• Council of Economic Advisors 

Chairman
• Small Business Administration 

Administrator

Position Selection 

Chief of Staff RNC Chairman Reince Priebus

Chief White House Strategist Trump Campaign CEO Steve Bannon

Attorney General Alabama Senator Jeff Sessions

Health and Human Services Secretary Georgia Congressman Tom Price

Transportation Secretary Former Labor Secretary for George W. Bush 
Elaine Chao

Education Secretary Betsy DeVos

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin

Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross

Ambassador to the United Nations South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley

CIA Director U.S. Representative Mike Pompeo

National Security Adviser Retired Lieutenant General Michael Flynn

Defense Secretary Retired General James Mattis

Housing and Urban Development Secretary Dr. Ben Carson 



Photo Source: Washington Post 



1,217 presidential appointees who need Senate approval: These are many of the bigwigs, including 
Cabinet secretaries, agency directors and ambassadors, who have to be formally confirmed by the 
Senate. 

363 presidential appointees who don’t need Senate approval: Most White House staff fall in this 
category, including senior advisors such as the chief of staff and press secretary, along with heads of 
smaller agencies. 

680 non-career Senior Executive Service positions: Nearly 7,000 people fall under the Senior Executive 
Service banner, and they oversee nearly every government activity. About 10 percent are designated 
“non-career” and change with the incoming president. 

1,392 Schedule C appointments: These folks report directly to presidential appointees but are not in 
senior leadership roles. 

Source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/trump-transition-appointments-scale/

Picks Beyond the Cabinet 



Transportation Secretary 

Elaine Chao 

Photo Source: Wikipedia 

• Deputy Administrator of the Maritime Administration and Chairwoman of 
the Federal Maritime Commission under President Ronald Reagan

• Deputy Secretary of Transportation under President George H. W. Bush

•24th Secretary of Labor under President George W. Bush 

•Former CEO and President of United Way of America

•Distinguished Fellow at the Heritage Foundation 

•Married to Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY)



Commerce Secretary 

Wilbur Ross

Photo Source: New York Post/Reuters

•Lifelong Investor and Businessman

•Headed Rothschild Inc.’s bankruptcy-restructuring advisory practice for 
24 years 

•Focused on purchasing bankrupt businesses and flipping them for a 
profit including assisting the President-elect in keeping his three casinos 
in Atlantic City 

•Opened WL Ross & Co. in 2000 which was acquired in 2006 

•Received his MBA from Harvard University 



Housing and Urban Development Secretary 

Dr. Ben Carson 

•Former Republican Presidential Candidate

•Vice Chairman of President-elect Trump’s transition team 

•Retired Director of Pediatric Neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Maryland

•2008 Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient 

Photo Source: Wikipedia 



A Few Thoughts

•Nobody knows what they are talking about
•Does everything change? Does nothing change?
•Republican Sweep

•Likely lots of legislation will move and be signed
•Legislative/Executive interplay will be interesting

•States > locals?
•Some issues of interest could fare better

•Infrastructure
•Workforce development

•But it will depend on what investments/approaches are chosen
•Cabinet contains a lot of unknowns, especially in regard to governing

•Elaine Chao is one of the exceptions



Trump’s Agenda

•Economy
•Jobs

•Infrastructure
•Government Reform

•Tax reform
•Regulations
•Streamlining

•Energy
•Healthcare

•End of Affordable Care Act, Medicaid Expansion seem 
likely

•Education Reform



Infrastructure Package 

•Campaign policy written by Wilbur Ross (nominated as Commerce Sec.) 
and Peter Navarro 

•Covers many facets of infrastructure: airports, bridges, highways, ports, 
tunnels, waterways, high speed internet, railroads, pipelines, dams, 
levees, water and wastewater facilities

•"For infrastructure construction  to  be  financeable  privately, it  needs  a 
revenue  stream from  which  to  pay operating costs, the interest and 
principal on the debt, and the dividends on the equity.“

•Based on a series of tax credits for private equity investment



Infrastructure Package 
•Congress would authorize $137 billion in tax credits, would leverage $167 billion in 

private investments, and allow for borrowing to spur a trillion dollar infrastructure 
investment

•Challenges/problems
•Based primarily on financing, not funding
•Designed for projects with revenue stream
•What about rehabilitation or maintenance, transit?
•Some portion will go to companies that would have invested anyway
•Fails to bring in sources of funding from entities that don't have federal tax liability

•Paid for by the taxes collected as a result of new job creation and additional contractor 
profits

•Potential to use repatriated overseas earnings, putting the money into 
infrastructure projects to offset the 10% repatriation rate that Trump has proposed

•All projects would be contracted out; builds in a 10% profit margin
•"We believe that this tax credit-assisted program could help finance up to a trillion 

dollars’ worth of projects over a ten-year period.“



Infrastructure Package 

•What does it do for local investment?
•Unknown. Could be almost entirely private.

•What does this mean for local priority setting? Regional 
planning?

•We are suggesting new funding sources, through previously 
established mechanisms (ie. STBGP)

•Infrastructure bank?
•New funding?



Other Items of Interest
•MPO Rule, overtime rule, ozone standard, WOTUS

•Could all be subject to Congressional Review Act
•Continuing Resolution

•Could go as long as late April, May?
•Rep. Price’s Budget Restructuring

•Treats obligation limitations as real appropriations, making 
them subject to budgetary caps

•Requires year-of-transfer offsets on HTF transfers



Questions?



NARC contact info:

Thank you!

www.narc.org
202.986.1032

My contact info:

erich@narc.org

202-618-5697

mailto:erich@narc.org

