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NEWS FROM WASHINGTON 
Fiscal Year 2020 Presidential Budget Proposal is Released 
  
The president’s fiscal year 2020 budget was released to Congress earlier today. Congressional
Democrats have already said that the president’s budget is “dead on arrival.” However, and
importantly, the budget serves as the administration’s statement of values rather than a plausible
outline for how the federal government will spend its money. And through the budget, it is
possible to garner a look into what the president is likely to emphasize during the upcoming 2020
campaign. 
  
The president’s budget will ask Congress to appropriate $8.6 billion for wall funding and will
include sizable increases in military spending and veterans benefits. Much of the increase in
military spending will come through a contingency fund that is not subject to congressionally
mandated budget caps. Despite this effort to essentially “hide” additional military funding in a
contingency fund, the budget will also propose significant cuts in domestic spending.  
  
Cuts to domestic programs in the president’s fiscal year 2020 budget proposal could exceed five
percent, with more significant cuts to programs under the Departments of Transportation,
Education, Health and Human Services, and Labor. These cuts will mean that discretionary
domestic spending will be below fiscal year 2010 levels. But the White House is arguing that these
cuts are necessary if the president is going to achieve his latest budget deficit proposal: to balance
the budget by 2035.  
  
NARC staff will provide more detail on the president’s budget and congressional budget and
appropriations work in the coming weeks.  Please watch these pages and NARC’s web site for this
information. 
  
NARC, CDBG Coalition Release National Community Development Week Toolkit 
In partnership with the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Coalition, NARC has
prepared and released a National Community Development Week Toolkit. The toolkit is
intended to help communities plan and implement events during National Community
Development Week that help them reach out to their congressional members, showcase
community development projects and programs, and involve program partners in the week-long
celebration. A special emphasis is placed on showcasing the need for increased support for the
CDBG and Home Investment Partnerships programs. We encourage you to start planning for
National Community Development Week, taking place April 22-26, now! 
  
Puerto Rico Aid Among Issues Complicating Disaster Bill Talks 
Senate appropriators are hoping to get a disaster aid package through the chamber by Friday but
are running into roadblocks on the appropriate size and scope of the bill. Democrats would like
additional aid for Puerto Rico and states ravaged by the 2017 storms, while Republicans are trying
to keep the bill targeted to areas that have experienced damage within the last year. Both sides of
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the aisle want a more expansive version of the $13.6 billion disaster aid package recently
introduced by Georgia Republican Senators Johnny Isakson and David Perdue to include the
damage caused by the recent Alabama tornadoes. On Puerto Rico, shortfalls in nutrition
assistance, Medicaid funds, and methods to continue repairs are all issues being discussed.   
  
House Financial Services Committee to Hold Hearing on National Flood Insurance
Program 
On Wednesday at 10:00 AM ET, the House Financial Services Committee will be holding a
hearing entitled “Preparing for the Storm: Reauthorization of the National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP).” The committee will be hearing from national experts on the reauthorization of
the NFIP. They might also be reviewing several discussion drafts that have been introduced to
address the program’s reauthorization, mitigation and mapping activities, and affordability. The
NFIP’s authorization is currently set to expire May 31, 2019. 
  
Homeland Security Seeking Feedback on National Emergency Communications Plan 
The Department of Homeland Security is seeking feedback on proposed updates to the National
Emergency Communications Plan (NECP) – the nation’s strategic plan that provides
guidance to those who plan for, coordinate, invest in, and use communications to support
response and recovery operations. To provide comments to the NECP, complete this feedback
form and submit it to OECNECP@hq.dhs.gov by March 22, 2019. For more information,
check out this NECP collection of documents. 
  
Clean Water State Revolving Fund Reauthorization Legislation Introduced  
Members of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure introduced legislation on

March 5th which would reauthorize the Clean Water State Revolving Fund program for $20 billion
of funding over the next five years. The bill, The Water Quality Protection and Job
Creation Act of 2019, would also provide an additional $3 billion of funding for water pollution
and treatment grants.

OTHER NEWS  
SolSmart Offers New Regional Organization Pathway 
SolSmart has launched a new opportunity for regional organizations to receive national
recognition and designation for being a leader in solar. The SolSmart program also provides no-
cost technical assistance from a team of national experts, no matter the level of solar initiatives or
development. Since 2016, SolSmart has designated over 230 cities, counties, and regional
organizations nationwide in recognition of their work to encourage solar energy growth and
remove obstacles to solar development.  Click here to learn more about the regional organization
pathway and how your regional organization can get started today. 
  
Five Economic Development Takeaways from the Amazon HQ2 Bids 
Through the review of 26 publicly-released Amazon HQ2 bids across the U.S., Brookings learned
five lessons:

1. We know more about HQ2 than most economic development deals, with very few cities
sharing the full details of their offers during the process.

2. Economic boosterism is dominated by the boosters. Almost all the bids had endorsements
from business groups and real estate developers, but there was not a single letter in any of
the public bids from environmental groups and few letters from groups focused on
affordable housing.

3.  The only creativity was the worst type of creativity, with many of the cities only offering
existing economic development incentives.

4. Cities are used to competing, not collaborating. Although Amazon was hoping to
incentivize regional efforts by asking for one bid per metropolitan area, there was very little
regional collaboration.

5. Not everyone played the game – some cities did not put in a bid at all, while others refused
to play the incentives game.

REGIONAL SPOTLIGHT   
Federal Agency Awards $13.6 Million To Support Senior Volunteer Programs In 150
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Communities, Includes Regional Councils 
The Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) announced that more than $13.6
million in funding would be awarded to support senior volunteer service in more than 150
communities across the country. The funding will leverage the experience and skills of 50,000
Senior Corps RSVP volunteers in 40 states and territories. Several regional councils received
awards under this program, including: Oregon Cascades West Council of Governments, Texoma
Council of Governments, South Alabama Regional Planning Commission, Lee-Russell Council of
Governments AAA, Yadkin Valley Economic Development District, Nortex Regional Planning
Commission, Mid Ohio Valley Regional Council, and Region 8 Planning and Development
Council.

MEMBER REQUEST
Have you Recently Completed a CRM Selection Process? 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) is interested in purchasing
Constituent/Customer Relationship Management (CRM) software and requests information on
the process other MPOs have used to acquire and implement CRM software. Specific questions
include: Did your MPO select a software company first, and then put out a competitive bid to a
consultant/vendor to procure the software and transition the organization? Or did you bid out a
consultant to help select the software? 
  
Please respond to Eli Spang at NARC (eli.spang@narc.org) to pass information along. Due to
significant interest on this topic, NARC's communications group is planning a call on this topic. If
you would like to present or participate on the call please contact Eli.

FEATURED JOBS
View full list of jobs!

Senior Transportation Planner 
Posted: 3/11/2019 
Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission, Manchester, NH

Principal Planner, Performance-Based Analytics 
Posted: 3/08/2019 
North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority, Newark, NJ

Planner, Principal 
Posted: 3/07/2019 
Atlanta Regional Commission, Atlanta, GA

Executive Director 
Posted: 3/07/2019 
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, Springfield, MA

Assistant Planner (2 Positions Open) 
Posted: 3/06/2019 
Puget Sound Regional Council, Seattle, WA

FUNDING
View full list of grants! 
 
USDA REDI Grants 
Applications Due: April 5 
The USDA Rural Development Rural Economic Development Innovation (REDI) Initiative was
designed to support regionalized planning to overcome multi-jurisdictional challenges and to
better leverage federal, state, local and/or private 
funding. NARC is partnering with the National Association of Counties to support rural
communities by providing the opportunity to maximize their access to planning resources. These
resources will enable the project Cooperators to identify critical needs, create an actionable
economic development plan, convene with potential partners, as well as implement project
priorities that will ultimately improve economic stability and the quality of life in rural
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communities. If you have any questions, please reach out to Maci Morin at
maci.morin@narc.org.

EVENTS
View full list of events! 
 
Technical Assistance Webinars for ReConnect Program 
March 12, 2:00 PM ET - Engineering Requirements of ReConnect 
March 14, 2:00 PM ET - Financial Requirements of ReConnect 
March 21, 2:00 PM ET - Overview of ReConnect Application 
This webinar series will provide a high-level overview of the funding opportunity available under
the ReConnect Program. The U.S. Department of Agriculture-Rural Development staff will discuss
engineering requirements, financial requirements, types of funding available, eligibility
provisions, notice of proposed service area, and evaluation factors. If you are unable to join live,
all webinars will be recorded and made available online for later viewing. 
  
Rapid Response Webinar: The President’s Fiscal 2020 Budget Request 
March 12, 2:00-3:00 PM ET 
President Donald Trump will make his opening move in the condensed fiscal 2020 budget process
following the 35-day partial government shutdown that delayed closing the books on fiscal 2019.
Join Bloomberg Government analysts as they provide an overview of the president’s budget
proposal, which will face a tough road through the Democrats’ House majority. The analysts will
look at topics including:

Proposed agency cuts and increases
Potential program and agency eliminations
Implications for the coming battle over federal spending caps

Developing and Promoting Solar at the Regional Level 
March 13, 2:00-3:30 PM ET 
Regional development organizations are uniquely positioned to advance solar through their ability
to convene local stakeholders, distribute resources, and provide assistance in permitting and
planning. Join this SolSmart webinar to learn about solar best practices at the regional level and
how SolSmart is supporting regional organizations dedicated to advancing solar. 
  
The Trump Budget: What You Need to Know 
March 14, 2:00-3:00 PM ET 
The Coalition on Human Needs is hosting a webinar to tell you what you need to know about the
Trump budget and the work ahead for better alternatives in Congress. On this webinar, you’ll find
out more about the spending caps and how the President’s proposals will affect low- and
moderate-income people through likely cuts to Medicaid, SNAP, housing, help for people with
disabilities, education and job training, social services, and public health programs.  And you’ll
learn about opportunities to protect and expand human needs programs as Congress takes up the
FY 2020 budget.
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