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According to the WA Office of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction 200,000 to 300,000 of Washington’s students do not
have access to broadband internet.
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The Digital Equity Taskforce

The DET is comprised of representatives
across multiple state agencies and NoaNet
in support the rapid analysis of complex data
sets to support the increasing need for
internet access.

Members serve as subject matter experts
and have intimate familiarity with this
initiative due to prior involvement in a drive-
in wi-fi access project.

The Taskforce will provide recommendations
to OSPI after assessing a list of collated
data sets. The goal is to serve as many
students as equitably as possible with
respect to the limited funds allocated for this
initiative.
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Assessment Methods

The taskforce will assess the location of unserved or
underserved student homes compared to known
service provider coverage maps, existing
infrastructure, possible wireline deployments, hotspot
availability, community hubs, and other community-
based information.

Affordability: The DET will coordinate with known
accessibility groups to ensure equitable service
access and coverage for as many students as
possible.

Accessibility: The DET is assessing whether there is
only a single location with access challenges or if
there are clusters of high-need families in a specific
area to determine the best access solution. For
example, a single hotspot may serve an individual
home but may not have sufficient bandwidth to serve

multiple families. ﬁ NOANET
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Localized Solutions

Deployable hotspots where cell service exists

Wireless 2.5, 3.5, 5GHz technologies and
deployable mini cell towers

Point-to-point microwave

Coordination with service providers on affordable
communications plans for students and their
families

Additional community hubs, similar to the Drive-
In Wi-Fi initiative through public libraries
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Thank you.

Questions?
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David Witkowski, Executive Director, Civic Technologies
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