
 
National Conference of Regions 

Virtual Conference Agenda 
 

Monday, February 8 

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM ET The Transition and Beyond: A Conversation with NARC's Transition 
Working Group 
(Conference registration not required)  
Non-registrant links: JOIN ZOOM SESSION  |  ADD TO CALENDAR 
 
Join members of NARC’s Presidential and Congressional Transition 
Working Group for a discussion reviewing what the group has 
accomplished, and how the work of this group should move forward.   
 

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM ET Communications & Government Affairs Working Group Discussion 
(Conference registration not required) 
Non-registrant links: JOIN ZOOM SESSION  |  ADD TO CALENDAR  
 
Join NARC's Communications & Government Affairs Group for a Zoom 
discussion session to share updates on the projects you're currently 
working on, recent successes you've celebrated, and challenges you're 
facing. The session will be structured popcorn-style, with time for 
everyone to share as well as time for discussion of any topics that spark 
particular interest among the group. 

3:00 PM – 4:00 PM ET Major Metros Roundtable 

4:00 PM – 5:00 PM ET Board of Directors Elections (Separate registration required. **Members 
MUST be logged-in to register.) 

5:00 PM – 7:00 PM ET Opening Reception  
Kick off the conference by meeting new colleagues and reconnecting with 
familiar faces – all via Zoom of course! 
 

 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86852277128?pwd=S3RJVkQ3cWZoS3dMT1VSQlU0ZE5vUT09
https://narc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Transition-Working-Group-Meeting.ics
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89416083741?pwd=NkovOHZHdFRJUTk1VVc2RzZ1MHU1Zz09
https://narc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/NARC-Communications-Government-Affairs-Working-Group-Meeting.ics
https://account.narc.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?eventid=10


Tuesday, February 9 

11:00 AM – 12:30 PM ET Opening Session 
 
Welcome 

• The Honorable Bob Cannon, Supervisor, Clinton Township, Michigan; 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments; NARC President 
@SEMCOG @RobertJCannon 

• The Honorable Penny Gross, Supervisor, Fairfax County, Virginia; 
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments; NARC Past 
President @MWCOG @fairfaxcounty 

• The Honorable Gerry Connolly, U.S. House of Representatives, 11th 
Congressional District of Virginia @GerryConnolly 
 

What’s Ahead for a New Congress and Administration: Views from 
the National Association of Counties and the National League of 
Cities  
Decisions made by Congress and the Administration over the next 
several months will significantly impact cities and counties across the 
nation as they grapple with the pandemic, vaccinate their residents, and 
try to maintain public services.  Learn from NLC’s and NACo’s legislative 
directors how their priorities align with those of Congress and the 
Administration. 

• Moderator: The Honorable Christian Dorsey, Arlington County, 
Virginia Board Member; Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments; NARC Board Member @MWCOG @CD4arlington 

• Mark Ritacco, Director of Government Affairs, National Association of 
Counties @NACoTweets 

• Irma Esparza Diggs, Senior Executive and Director, Federal 
Advocacy, National League of Cities @IrmaDiggs @leagueofcities 

12:30 PM – 12:45 PM ET Break  

12:45 PM – 1:45 PM ET The COVID-19 World: How Congress and the Administration Are 
Addressing Equity and Access 
Access and equity have emerged as significant goals for Congress, the 
Administration, states, and localities. Advocacy groups are working hard 
to ensure that they have a voice in decisions related to access and 
equity. And the planning profession is reexamining its role in enforcing 
inequity. Our panel of experts will focus on these issues to share their 
view on ways to address equity and access and how one region has 
helped ensure access and equity for marginalized communities. 

• Moderator: The Honorable Geof Benson, Council Member, Town of 
Beverly Shores, Indiana; Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning 
Commission; NARC Immediate Past President @NIRPC 
@geofbenson 
 



• Kyle Anderson, Executive Director, Congressional Black Caucus 
@TheBlackCaucus 

• Arturo Vargas, Chief Executive Officer, National Association of Latino 
Elected and Appointed Officials @ArturoNALEO @NALEO  

• Sandy Markwood, Executive Director, National Association of Area 
Agencies on Aging (n4a) @n4aACTION 

• Barry Seymour, Executive Director, Regional Planning Commission 
@DVRPC 

1:45 PM – 2:45 PM ET Building Resilient Regions 
Looking at the long road of recovery ahead of us to overcome the 
pandemic, regional councils are asking themselves what they can do to 
help their communities be more resilient in the face of the next large-
scale public emergency. Join this conversation to hear what 
representatives from regional councils, the Economic Development 
Administration, and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation are 
doing to help build community resiliency across the country. You will also 
learn how you can collaborate with national partners on ongoing efforts to 
benefit regional communities. 

• Moderator: Chuck Wemple, Executive Director, Houston-Galveston 
Area Council @HouGalvAreaCog 

• Craig Buerstatte, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Regional Affairs, 
Economic Development Administration @US_EDA 

• Brooks Nelson, Senior Director, Global Resilience, U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation @brooksdnelson @USCCFoundation 

2:45 PM – 4:15 PM ET Economic and Community Development Committee 
Join NARC’s Economic and Community Development Committee for a 
look at how regional councils are addressing the pandemic’s impact on 
their workforce and regional economies. Speakers will discuss how they 
are working with their workforce stakeholders to provide reskilling 
opportunities for individuals who recently lost their jobs, increase 
employment possibilities in other sectors, and maintain their current staff. 
They will also reflect on what support they need from the federal 
government to ensure they have the tools and resources they need to 
secure their region’s long-term economic recovery. 

• Co-chair: Jennifer Robinson, Council Member, Town of Cary, North 
Carolina; Triangle J Council of Governments; NARC Board Member 
@TJCOGnc @JenBRobinson 

• Co-chair: Betty Voights, Executive Director, Capital Area Council of 
Governments @CAPCOGTX 

• Anthony Starr, Executive Director, Western Piedmont Council of 
Governments @AnthonyWStarr @WPCOG 

• Anita Davis, Workforce Development Program Director, Mid-America 
Regional Council @MARCKCMetro 

• Austen Edwards, Senior Policy Analyst, Chicago Metropolitan Agency 
for Planning @cmapillinois 

 



Wednesday, February 10 

11:00 AM – 11:15 AM ET Welcome 

11:15 AM – 12:15 PM ET Reapproaching the Digital Divide 
Eleven months into the world’s largest pandemic in a century, many 
Americans are still working and studying from home. Just as COVID-19 
has exposed national gaps in education, workforce, and income, the 
digital divide could also not be clearer. In this session you will hear from 
NARC members on how the pandemic has shifted their work and the 
broader discussion around the Digital Divide, regional responses to the 
increased need for internet, and legislative priorities we might see out of 
the new administration. 

• Moderator: Jennifer Robinson, Council Member, Town of Cary, North 
Carolina; Triangle J Council of Governments; NARC Board Member 
@JenBRobinson @TJCOGnc 

• Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director, San Diego Association of 
Governments @SANDAG 

• William Murdock, Executive Director, Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission @OhioMurdock @MORPC 

12:15 PM – 12:30 PM ET Break 

12:30 PM – 3:00 PM ET Breakout Sessions 

12:30 PM – 2:00 PM ET  
Public Safety & Emergency Management Committee 
Public safety and emergency management remain significant 
responsibilities of many regional councils.  Even if not directly involved in 
public safety or emergency management concerns about protecting 
regional infrastructure, communications, and ensuring that 911 systems 
work effectively is a concern of every city and county and region.   

• Co-chair: The Honorable Byron Ryder, Judge, Leon County, Texas; 
Brazos Valley Council of Governments; NARC Past President 

• Co-chair: Diane Rath, Executive Director, Alamo Area Council of 
Governments @AlamoAreaCOG @AACOGCEOModerator: Diane 
Rath, Executive Director, Alamo Area Council of Governments, San 
Antonio, Texas @AACOGCEO @AlamoAreaCOG 

• Eddie K. Stamper, Lt Col, United States Airforce, Mission Director, 
Joint Base San Antonio - Electromagnetic Defense Initiative 

• Brent Hawkinson, Public Safety and 9-1-1 director, Association of 
Central Oklahoma Governments @ACOGOK 

 
12:30 PM – 3:00 PM ET 
Transportation Committee  
Join NARC’s Transportation Committee for a presentation about and 
discussion of what to expect in 2021 regarding federal transportation 
policy, including surface transportation reauthorization. Hear about what 
lies ahead for passenger and freight rail from OneRail and discuss 



upcoming transportation and infrastructure legislation with Capitol Hill 
staff that will be key players in this year’s negotiations. 
 
• Co-chair: The Honorable Fred Strong, Councilmember, Paso Robles, 

California; San Luis Obispo Council of Governments @PRCity 
@SLOCOGdotORG 

• Co-chair: Greg Stuart, Executive Director, Broward Metropolitan 
Planning Organization @MPOGreg @SpeakUp_Broward 

• Co-chair: Miriam Gillow-Wiles, Executive Director, Southwest 
Colorado Council of Governments @SWCCOG 

• Rebecca Higgins, Senior Advisor, U.S. Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee Majority Staff @EPWCmte 

• Garrett Gee, Committee Counsel, U.S. House of Representatives 
Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee on Highways and 
Transit @TransportDems 

• Devon Barnhart, Deputy Director, OneRail Coalition @OneRailUSA 

3:00 PM – 4:30 PM ET Energy & Environment Committee  
Join this meeting of NARC’s Environment & Energy Committee for an 
update on potential environmental policy and regulatory changes under 
the new administration. President Biden has identified climate as a 
priority of his administration and has already taken executive action on a 
significant number of environmental and energy issues. Hear from local 
government partners as they offer insight into these policy and regulatory 
changes and the impact these changes may have at the local level. 
 
• Co-Chair: The Honorable Lee Constantine, Commissioner, Seminole 

County, Florida; East Central Florida 
• Co-Chair: Kristina Egan, Executive Director, Greater Portland Council 

of Governments @GPCOG 
• Joe Kane, Senior Research Associate and Associate Fellow, 

Metropolitan Policy Program, Brookings Institution @jwkane1 
@BrookingsMetro 

• Carolyn Berndt, Legislative Director, Sustainability, National League 
of Cities @BerndtCarolyn @leagueofcities 

• Adam Pugh, Associate Legislative Director, Environment, Energy and 
Land Use, National Association of Counties @NACoTweets 

 

 

Thursday, February 11  
11:00 AM – 12:30 PM ET If a Lobbyist Talks During a Pandemic...Is anybody there to hear 

them? Yes! Learn from the best in the business how to advocate for 
regional and local priorities even when congressional staff is working 
from home and the Capitol is behind a literal fence. 
 



• Moderator: Chris Barnett, Supervisor, Orion Township, Michigan; 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments; NARC Board Member 
@barnettchris @SEMCOG 

• Chris Giglio, CapitalEdge @ChrisGiglio 
• Jen Covino, President, Simon and Company 
• Andy Buczek, Government Policy Advisor, Dykema @Dykema 

 

The Work of the Presidential and Congressional Transition Working 
Group explained, and how this group will move forward with new 
programs and information. 

• Diane Rath, Executive Director, Alamo Area Council of Governments; 
Co-Chair, NARC Public Safety and Emergency Management 
Committee @AACOGCEO @AlamoAreaCOG 

1:00 PM – 3:00 PM ET Equity Discussion  
(Conference registration not required) 
Non-registrant links: JOIN ZOOM SESSION  |  ADD TO CALENDAR 
 
1:00 PM – 2:00 PM ET  
Exploring Issues of Equity and What They Mean to Regions 
Black and Latinx planners, with support from the American Planning 
Association, are helping the planning profession confront a legacy of 
racial inequity. They argue that the planning profession has failed to 
address the needs of low-income groups and communities of color. Learn 
from a panel of experts on how racial inequity has impacted the planning 
profession and what regions are doing to reform the planning process to 
help change that. 

• The Honorable Karen Keith, Commissioner, Tulsa County, Oklahoma; 
member, board of directors, Indian Nations Council of Governments, 
and member, board of director, NARC 

• Grace Gallucci, Executive Director, Executive Director, Northeast 
Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency @NOACA_MPO 

• Becky Bradley, Executive Director, Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission @LVPlanning 

• Desiree Powell, MCRP, Planner, City of Grand Prairie, Texas  
• Carlton Eley, Regional Equity Initiative Manager, Miami Valley 

Regional Planning Commission, @mvrpc 
• Niel Jurist, Director of Communications and Engagement, Mid-Ohio 

Regional Planning Commission @MORPC 
 

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM ET  
Promoting Equity within Regional Councils: An Open Discussion 
Among Regional Council Diversity Officers  
Regional Council Diversity Officers are encouraged to join this discussion 
on the role diversity officers are playing within their regional councils, and 
how diversity officers are making change. This is the first in a series of 
meetings designed to create a Diversity Officers Working Group. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81477669803?pwd=a3pRSHZ5Z1I1RkU1cnFaRHFDQndyZz09
https://narc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/NARC-Equity-Discussion-1.ics


• Niel Jurist, Director of Communications and Engagement, Mid-Ohio 
Regional Planning Commission @MORPC 

• Carlton Eley, Regional Equity Initiative Manager, Miami Valley 
Regional Planning Commission @mvrpc 

 
3:00 PM – 5:00 PM ET Executive Directors Council Elections and Meeting 

5:00 PM ET Executive Directors Council and Board Reception (All conference 
attendees are welcome to join) 

 

Friday, February 12 
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM ET Board of Directors Meeting  

 


