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Regional councils are public organizations compromised of local elected
officials. They work across jurisdictions to develop comprehensive
resilience plans. Resilience planning identifies ways to increase the
durability of infrastructure and public service systems to meet modern

challenges.
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Regional Councils Work Comprehensive
Across Jurisdictions Resilience Plans

Federal Dollars Allocated

Regional Councils include Councils of Government (COGs), Metropolitan Planning Organizations
(MPOs), Regional Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPOs), and Rural Planning
Organizations (RPOs).

Resiliency Planning in 2025:

A significant increase in economic, natural, and weather-related disasters
makes building resilient communities more important than ever. To
support regional councils’ efforts to design and enact comprehensive
resilience plans, NARC urges Congress to:

1 INCREASE COOPERATION AMONG FEDERAL AGENCIES
2 SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT, COLLECTION, AND SHARING OF DATA
3 INTEGRATE RESILIENCY PLANNING ACROSS SECTORS

INCREASE FUNDING AND AUTHORITY OF REGIONAL
COUNCILS TO IMPLEMENT RESILIENCE PROJECTS
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1 | Increase Cooperation Among Federal Agencies

Interagency coordination, flexibility in combining funding, and clarity in
communications all improve the ability of local and regional governments to utilize
federal resources to increase resilience. Further aligning the efforts of relevant
agencies — such as the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) — will encourage a whole-
of-government approach to resiliency and support the work of regional councils.

2 | Support the Development, Collection, and Sharing of Data

Funding for regional data collection, Geographic Information System (GIS)
mapping, and regional scenario planning tools all encourage better preparedness
and long-term resilience. Data and mapping projects are key to developing
resilience plans to effectively protect investments. FEMA's Resilience Analysis and
Planning Tool (RAPT) is an example of helpful data sharing tools provided by the
federal government.

3 | Support Local Decision-Making Through Formula

Incorporating a variety of sectors - including transportation, housing, economic
development, and cybersecurity - in resilience planning is essential to building
comprehensive designs that will benefit communities long-term. Congress should
take the lead on identifying resilience planning as a multi-sectoral process.

4 | Increase Funding and Authority of Regional Councils to
Implement Resilience Projects

Local resilience funding should be provided through programs such as the
Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery Program (CDBG-DR) and
Community Development Block Grant Mitigation Program (CDBG-MIT). New
sources of funding should be available to and through regional organizations.
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