
Federal Dollars Allocated Regional Councils Work
Across Jurisdictions

Funds Efficiently Flow to
Local Partners & Projects

Surface Transportation Priorities:
The National Association of Regional Councils supports passage of a long-
term surface transportation reauthorization bill that addresses the
solvency of the Highway Trust Fund, bolsters regional planning, and
increases funding for local transportation priorities.

Regional Councils include Councils of Government (COGs), Metropolitan Planning Organizations
(MPOs), Regional Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPOs), Rural Planning Organizations
(RPOs), and Regional Planning Commissions (RPCs).

Regional councils are public organizations comprised of locally elected
officials who work across jurisdictions to develop and implement solutions
that address the needs of communities within a region. NARC’s members
collaborate with urban and rural areas, large and small, to promote a
comprehensive approach to planning for the future. 

NARC specifically urges Congress to incorporate the following principles
in the next surface transportation bill: 
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INCREASE AND ENHANCE METROPOLITAN PLANNING (PL) FUNDING

PROMOTE NON-METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLANNING

SUPPORT LOCAL DECISION-MAKING THROUGH FORMULA PROGRAMS

PRESERVE & STREAMLINE FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Contact leeann@narc.org
for more information.
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Congress should increase PL funding and ensure MPOs of all sizes are able to
conduct critical planning activities. This includes reducing or eliminating local
match requirements to ensure all communities can utilize planning resources. With
increased PL funding, MPOs will be better able to support local communities and
increase the efficacy of federal dollars through planning and project development.

Increase and Enhance Metropolitan Planning (PL) Funding

Promote Non-Metropolitan Transportation Planning
Congress should create a dedicated funding source for Regional Transportation
Planning Organizations (RTPOs) to ensure rural transportation priorities are
represented through regional and statewide planning. Funding for RTPOs will support
transportation planning activities while enhancing the participation of rural local
elected officials in regional and statewide decision-making processes.

Support Local Decision-Making Through Formula Programs
Congress should continue and enhance the impact of the Surface Transportation
Block Grant (STBG) program by increasing the amount of funding that is
suballocated to local areas. STBG emphasizes the importance of the local-state-
federal intergovernmental partnership by suballocating formula funding to support
local decision-making and locally owned infrastructure.

Preserve and Streamline Funding Opportunities
Congress should streamline and simplify grant requirements to reduce
administrative burdens and expedite project delivery. In any case where
discretionary grant programs are eliminated or consolidated, Congress should
ensure that equivalent or greater funding is reallocated through formula
programs with expanded suballocation requirements, guaranteeing regional and
local governments' access to critical federal funding.
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